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CHARLOTTE CITY PARKS –
AMY GILSON – SPEAKER

Abigail Manning Awarded 2016 GFWC
Nursing Scholarship Last Year
She told of her nursing experiences while studying in India at
the Salokaya College of Nursing.

MEMORIAL to JO GAGER
by LINDA FOSTER &
DIANA RABEY

Remembrances . . .
Susie Moore – death of her mother.
Sherry Pabst’s grandson, Cameron, is very ill.
Jane Karlzan – death of her mother.
Sue Berger – granddaughter, Sophie, was born.
Bev Trumley – health issues
Jean Bearup – health issues

Birthdays Anniversaries
April
01 Jeana Rohrs
06 Sherry Myers
09 Kathleen Rathbun
11 Joyce Sparks

05 Sara & Fred Biskie

15
18
18
22

10 Jan Day & Bill Wright

Sharon Kennedy
Amy Krizek
Mary Heightchew
Peggy Nichols

30 Patty & Richard Greene
May

07
20

Sylvia Colles
Barb VanderMolen

28

Sally Jewell

01
01
06
19
23

Pam & Vernon Jarvi
Linda & Jim Lord
Fran & Matt Rush
Susie & Harry Moore
Diane & Frank Ruswick

On the trail of Marguerite.
Last month I asked if anyone remembered one of our members from the past.
Thanks go to Donna W. Johnson for pointing out the path to learning more about
GFWC-Charlotte member Marguerite Hetmansperger. A visit to the county
courthouse confirmed that Donna was right about Marguerite having lived with
the widow of Judge McPeek at 209 W. Harris and that she then inherited the house when Gertrude McPeek
died. Marguerite was 82 when she passed away on November 11, 1978. She had lived in Charlotte for 23
years. Donna was also right that Marguerite never married. A visit to Charlotte Community Library and
research in the Republican Tribune obituaries revealed that she was survived by a sister, Helen, also of
Charlotte, and a brother, Valentine of South Lyon. Marguerite retired in 1955 after 20 years of teaching at
Eastern Michigan University. She attended the Lawrence Avenue Methodist Church, was a past president
of United Methodist Women, a member of Delta Gamma Sorority, the Charlotte Historical Society, the
Charlotte Women’s Club, and the Friends of the Library. Her death certificate revealed that she passed
away at Eaton Medical Care Facility after suffering from gangrene for 13 days. Marguerite and her sister
Helen, who was also single, are both buried in Maple Hill.
Working on our club’s archives is always interesting and sometimes sparks curiosity to learn more about
members from our past. Let me know if you are interested in helping scan our records. Sylvia

Mini Trips
Ann Arbor

Wednesday, April 26
cost = your own spending money & money for drivers gas & parking. Carpool from Alive at 9:00
am
Let’s go to downtown Ann Arbor! We will start at the Ann Arbor Farmers Market, have lunch at
Zingerman’s and check out the Kerrytown Market and Shops
Dow Gardens

Friday, May 19
cost = $5 admission & money for drivers gas, shopping & lunch. Carpool from Alive at 10:00 am
We are going to back to beautiful Midland in May. We will start with lunch at Café Zinc and go
on to Dow Gardens. Learn more at http://www.dowgardens.org/
Trips carpool from Al!ve – park near the pavilion ∙ All trips can accommodate only a limited
number of participants, spaces will be filled first come first serve ∙ Non members are always
welcome to join us on our mini trips

Any ideas for future trips let us know –
Jo Vanderstelt 517-281-1301www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com or Jan Day 513-833-1246
www.jan_day@ymail.com

2017 – A DAY FOR WOMEN

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2017
KELLOGG CENTER, MSU, EAST LANSING
7:45 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
8:15 BREAKFAST
9:00 A.M. ELLIOT ENGEL, KICK-OFF SPEAKER
SCHOLAR/AUTHOR/PLAYWRIGHT
10:35 – 11:30 SESSION I
11:45 – 12:40 SESSION II
1:15 LUNCHEON
2:00 VICKI LAWRENCE
Cost is $100. We will car pool.
I will be pulling this together in May.
Please email me at ed@fosterdvm.com or call 517-881-9381 to add your name to the list.
Sign up if you have any interest. I’ll double check with you in May to see if you are still
interested and to find out your breakout choices. Linda Foster

Board Talk – Fran Fuller

I think Spring may finally be here! I know the daffodils that were planted in the two
flower beds next to the City Hall parking lot are coming up along with the many
transplanted perennials. Once the flowers in the area have a chance to fill in, it should
be beautiful.
Congratulations to Chris Reist who was sworn in at the April meeting as a club
Director, and big THANKS to Patty Greene who served the past 4 years as a club
Director.
One of our most important meetings is coming up on May 12 at noon at the Senior
Center. This is the brainstorming meeting. This is where you present your ideas for
programs for next year, husband guest night and our Graduating Senior Tea speaker.
Bring your calendars and your wonderful ideas and let’s plan some fantastic programs
for next year. If you sponsored a new member this past year please invite them to come
with you and be part of the planning. Even though there’s no charge to attend the
meeting, please register in the usual way so the committee will know how many tables
to set up. Bring a sack lunch. Beverages and dessert will be provided by the committee.
If you would like to see the full 2016 GFWC-Charlotte report you can find it on the
GFWC-Charlotte web page under PROJECTS.
This month’s Women’s Health Theme is WONDER. An inspiring quote this month
comes from the Socrates: “Wonder is the beginning of wisdom.”
So… keep that sense of wonder.
Remember, as Stephen Hawking said… “Look up at the stars and not down at your feet.
Try to make sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the universe exist.
Be curious. “
Women’s health & well-being tips for this month:
 Find beauty in a small, simple item in nature.
 Approach a routine task as if for the first time.
 Ask a child to describe the scene they see… and imagine it yourself.
Links for purpose:
 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mary-paleologos/a-sense-ofwonder_b_5686811.html
 http://stopandbreathe.com/2011/05/28/how-to-live-with-a-sense-of-wonder/
I want to thank Barbara Fulton for providing us with our Women’s Health Themes this
year. We hope you found them helpful and inspiring.
Wishing you all a Happy Easter and I hope to see you at Brainstorming.

Tea and Tomes:

Please join us on Tuesday, April 25, at 12:45 for the book discussion of
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain. Huck has decided to tell his own story since
the reader has already heard about him through a novel called The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
When living with the Widow Douglas, who is trying to civilize him, becomes too
much, Huck starts out on his own adventure down the Mississippi River. He meets
Jim, the run-away slave, and together they learn about each other, scoundrels, death and
courageously, life. Marilyn Monroe-Hart will give us some little known details of Mark Twain's
life and we will tackle this classic book as our final discussion of the year. We meet in the Spartan
Room of the Charlotte Community Library. Refreshments are served.

USED BOOKS FOR SALE!

Are you looking for a reading bargain?

Look for our Used Book table at every GFWC meeting. The price of $1 can't be beat! We welcome your
purchases and your donations. The money collected is used by the members of Tea and Tomes for book
related projects. So, grab a good read for a good cause!

Good News and Better News! Each year, our Southwestern District is allotted
monies for scholarships through the GFWC Education Foundation. The balance
to our district available now is $87.00 BUT after April 1, there will be a larger
amount because all the monies for each district are pooled into one available
fund. Did you know that you can receive a scholarship for the registration for the
MI State Convention or Kaleidoscope? You can also be reimbursed if you've
already sent in your registration. In truth, these funds can be used for the ongoing adventure of learning, for example: developing or enhancing a career skill;
attending seminars, workshops or conferences; discovering talents or areas of
interest; or updating academic course work. Application is easily done by email
and forms and requirements are available at www.gfwcmi.org/members.
Questions may be directed to Brynda Filkins, at brynda@usa.net or Linda
Foster, ed@fosterdvm.com

ESO: Charlotte readers have done it again! Our local Epsilon Sigma Omicron chapter
came in 1st in our category for the Michigan GFWC ESO chapters. Carla Noe-Emig,
State ESO chair said, "Your ESO members read an impressive number of books and
should be pleased to hear that your club was the first place winner in your category!"
Congratulations to the following sixteen pledges who received certificates for 2016 at
our April 7th meeting: Membership (16-39), Sharon Kennedy and Shirley Hirt; Star level
(40-63), Mary Heightchew; Torch level (64-99), Lorraine Green; Century (100+), Julie
Dartt. Ellen Fuller, and Carol Rossio; 3rd Century (300+), Mary Lee Falik and Linda
Foster; 5th Century (500+), Elizabeth Siler and Lola Wilson; 6th Century (600+), Lori
King and Elizabeth Siler; 9th Century (900+), Brynda Filkins; 15th (1,500+) and 16th
(1,600+), Marilyn Monroe-Hart.
Our Charlotte chapter has 24 members and in 2016 read 1,134 books. The entire
Michigan State ESO has 133 members and read a total of 4,193 books. On the state
level, an ESO pledge read an average of 28 books per person; Charlotte read an average
of 47.25 books per person. We are very proud of our readers! Pledging ESO is easy; if
you are not a pledge, go to www.gfwc-charlotte.com and download the form. Help us to
shine in 2017!

Have you ever wished you had an extra set of hands or a
listening ear to get through a difficult day? Do you know
a club member who might feel this way? There are
several of us on the Hand to Hand Committee. We are
ready to assist our fellow club women in things like
driving, preparing a meal or a snack, baking, visiting,
reading, or running an errand.
If you know of a club member who could use some help, contact:

Contact Lorraine Green, Chair, 543-5048, rainraingreen@gmail.com

PRESIDENT FRAN INSTALLS CHRIS REIST
AS THE NEWLY ELECTED DIRECTOR FOR
THE TERM OF 2017 - 2019

Thanks to Patty Greene who served as a director
for four years!

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The
Club Communicator to:
Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041;
ed@fosterdvm.com

GFWC-Charlotte May 12th & 24th
Programs
Brainstorming
The General Federation of Women’s Clubs-Charlotte will hold its monthly meeting on
Friday, May 12, 2017 at the Eaton Area Senior Center, 804 S. Cochran at noon.
This will be our Brainstorming meeting for next year’s programs. Please come with
ideas and your calendar to sign up for a monthly meeting.
The deadline for luncheon reservations is 12:00 noon, Saturday, May 6, 2017. Please
register on-line by that day. If you need assistance please call Linda Foster and she will
help you. Please plan to bring a sack lunch to this meeting. Dessert and a beverage will
be available.
CHS Senior Tea
Our tea honoring Charlotte High School graduating seniors will be on Wednesday, May
24, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. at the Charlotte Performing Arts Center. The chorus will sing
and the speaker is Denise Brennan-Nelson. She will be speaking on, “Bee-lieve in
Yourself.” You are encouraged to attend. There will be refreshments and there is no
charge.
If you have any questions, please contact Jeana Rohrs at 652-3333.

April is Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention
Month
According to the Rape, Abuse, and Incest National
Network (RAINN), an American is sexually
assaulted every 98 seconds, but only six out of
every 1,000 perpetrators serve time in prison. The
Center for Disease Control and Prevention defines
sexual violence as “any sexual activity where
consent is not freely given,” including completed or attempted sex acts where the victim does not
consent and/or is unable to consent. Sexual violence also includes unwanted sexual contact, as
well as verbal sexual harassment.
April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, and the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center has chosen “Engaging New Voices” as this year’s theme. Visit their website
at http://www.nsvrc.org/saam to learn more. In addition, RAINN offers a guide that includes
social media language, graphics, and statistics that you can use to help raise awareness of this
issue. Visit https://www.rainn.org/SAAPM2017 to view the toolkit today. Remember that consent
is an important topic to discuss when raising awareness of sexual assault. Read about what
consent means and why it is important to teach others about consent by clicking here.
From donating money and supplies to rape crisis centers to volunteering for sexual assault
hotlines, GFWC members are committed to ending sexual violence. Participate in Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention Month by speaking up about this issue. This month also gives us an
opportunity to continue the conversation about sexual assault on college campuses. Learn more
by watching the award-winning documentary The Hunting Ground, which is available to stream
on Netflix.

FAIRY GARDEN CRAFT NIGHT APRIL 6 TH
– LINDA YEAGER LEADER

Sherry Pabst, Fran Fuller, Amy Krizek, Linda Yeager, Jeana Rohrs, Joni Risner, Sylvia Colles & Lee
Falik

KIND NEWS ORDERS DUE!
THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS WHO HAVE
SIGNED UP TO SPONSOR A CLASSROOM WITH A
KIND NEWS SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE 2017-18
SCHOOL YEAR!
THERE ARE 9 CLASSROOMS WHO WOULD LIKE
TO RECEIVE KIND NEWS AND NEED A SPONSOR.
IF THAT SPONSOR IS YOU, PLEASE MAIL YOUR
ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO
CAROL ROSSIO ASAP. THANK YOU!

KIND News Order Form
To adopt a classroom for the 2017-18 school year, (August 2017-May 2018), please
complete this form and return by April 15, 2017 to Carol Rossio, 2233 S. Cochran Rd.,
Charlotte, along with a check made out to GFWC-Charlotte. The cost is $25.00 per
classroom.
Your Name: __________________________________________________________
Is there a specific teacher/classroom you’d like to sponsor? If so, please complete the
information below:
Teacher Name:________________________________________Grade
Level_____________
School:
_____________________________________________________________________
School Address (if not in
Charlotte):______________________________________________
Questions? Contact Carol Rossio at 543-4172 or cjrossio@hotmail.com.

Our own Brynda Filkins will be presenting "The Tale of Beatrix
Potter" at the W.K.Kellogg Manor House on June 13, 2017. The
event is a four-course tea from 3:00-5:00 pm at the lovely summer
home of W.K.Kellogg on Gull Lake. Tickets are available and
required at http://conference.kbs.msu.edu/events/tale-beatrixpotter-tea/ Docent-led tours of the Manor House follow the tea.

Check out the EXPO April 23-24 at the
Charlotte High School. 10-3
Free Admission
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