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Written in 1869 by Kathleen O’Mara:
And people stayed at home
And read books
And listened
And they rested
And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And stopped and listened
More deeply
Someone meditated, someone prayed
Someone met their shadow
And people began to think differently
And people healed.
And in the absence of people who
Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
The earth also began to heal
And when the danger ended and
People found themselves
They grieved for the dead
And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
And created new ways of living
And completely healed the earth
Just as they were healed.
Reprinted during Spanish flu
Pandemic 1919

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY
ELECTED OFFICERS:

President: Chris Reist
Vice President: Patty Greene
Secretary: Val Reisen
Treasurer: Barb VanderMolen
Directors: Pam Jarvi & Sherry Pabst

Club donates Home Tour booties to Sparrow Hospital
Thanks to Fran
Fuller for coming
up with this idea.

Thank you to the many Mobile Meals volunteers who are stepping up to the plate
to keep this service available to our subscribers during this time of crisis.
Linda Foster, President

Sylvia Colles and Sara Biskie have patterns for
making masks. Or…

MAKE YOUR OWN FACE MASK WITHOUT SEWING
Click on the link below and click on skip the ad.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1r2C1zGUHbU&list=RDCMUCtQVy5IY7TjSBMolGigfnQ&index=1

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The Club
Communicator to:
Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041; ed@fosterdvm.com

Membership Memos
Remembrances . . .
Bill Rinckey, Pam’s husband, heart issues
Dick Greene, Patty’s husband, hip surgery & heart issues
Michael Leahy, Donna’s husband, cancer
Steve Siler, Elizabeth’s husband – cancer

Birthdays

Anniversaries
Late April

18
18
20
22
23
26

Amy Krizek
Mary Heightchew
Tammy Crandell
Peggy Nichols
Mandy Stewart
Sue Steinberg

03
07
11
17
20

Marylyn Bernard
Sylvia Colles
Michelle Taylor
Haley Vanderstelt
Barb VanderMolen

28

Sally Jewell

30 Patty & Richard Greene

May
01
01

Pam & Vernon Jarvi
Linda & Jim Lord

06
19
23

Fran & Matt Rush
Susie & Harry Moore
Diane & Frank Ruswick

Mini Trips
All trips are “on hold” until further notice.
Trips carpool from Al!ve – park near the pavilion ∙ All trips can accommodate only a limited number of
participants, spaces will be filled first come first serve ∙ Non members are always welcome to join us on our
mini trips. Hope Dixon, hopedixon@rocketmail.com , 517-490-7451; Lisa Starr, starlis@wowway.com , 517282-6088.
Any ideas for future trips let us know –

Board Talk – Julie Dartt

Good Morning! Times have certainly changed for all of us. I hope that this finds you well and not too challenged by
having to stay home. Thank goodness for telephones and computers! As you may have heard, we will not be holding
our scheduled May meeting, guest night, or Senior Tea. The State Convention has been cancelled, the July State Board
Advisory Meeting and Leadership Meeting has been cancelled. Bay Cliff Visitation Day will not be held. Awards for
2019 will be given at the District Meetings. Our Southwestern District Meeting is scheduled for October 2nd. MYLead
May and June conferences have been cancelled. So what is a GFWC woman to do? Make masks for your family and
neighbors, call a friend, take a walk, start some seeds, read a book, exercise, keep a journal, probably all things you
awesome women do everyday already!
Moving forward, and we are, we hope to have a summer gathering like we did last year. Plans will not be made until
our restrictions have been lifted, and even then, we will proceed with caution. The planning committee will be taking
recommendations from the brainstorming meeting we held in March to put together next year's outstanding programs.
Some, like our April speaker, have already been rescheduled! If Chris or Patty call to ask if you will serve as a chair or
on a committee, please say yes!
Our Board will still meet at the scheduled times although April will be by video/phone, as our last one was. May will be
determined later. If anyone has something that needs to be addressed, please get that information or question to me very
soon.
Stay Home, Stay Safe! And keep those hands washed! We will get through this together, at least 6’ apart.

GFWC-Charlotte April & May Programs
have been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 VIRUS.
Also cancelled are the GFWC MI
Convention, the Advisory Meeting & Bay
Cliff Visitation Day

Education Foundation Scholarships are available to members of at least one
year. Funds have been pooled from all the districts in the state, as of April 1,
and there is about $1,800 available. Contact Linda Foster ed@fosterdvm.com
543-3041 or Nancy Gensel nc.gensel@gmail.com ; 517-980-1202 for more
information.

Tea and Tomes - Join us on April 28th to discuss Educated by Tara Westover – our
last discussion for this Club year.
We will gather on April 28th via Zoom at 1:00 p.m. Details will be emailed to Book
Club members. Brynda will issue the invitation.
Sneak Peak – A

Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner. To be discussed next year.

ESO:Epsilon

Sigma Omicron is an honorary educational society open to all
GFWC members. The purpose of ESO is to promote a commitment to lifelong
learning and self -improvement through reading. Each pledge is to "enlighten
her own pathway" through reading and personal study. Once per year, reading
totals are submitted and certificates awarded. The Charlotte chapter of ESO
has 16 active members who achieve various levels of certification. New
pledges are always welcome and information in the form of a download is available at
www.gfwc-charlotte.com.
The ESO award recipients for 2019 are: Member Certificates (16-39 books read), Chris Reist; Third Century
Certificates (300-399 cumulative books read), Sara Biskie and Julie Dartt; Fourth Century Certificate (400499 cumulative books read), Mary Lee Falik,; Eighth Century Certificate (800-899 cumulative books read),
Lori King; Ninth Century Certificates (900-999 cumulative books read, Elizabeth Siler; Eleventh and Twelfth
Century Certificates (1100-1299 cumulative books read), Brynda Filkins; and Twenty-first and Twentysecond Century Certificates (2100-2299), Marilyn Monroe-Hart.

Ten ESO certificates were awarded this reading year. A total of 915 books were read by our members
between January and December, 2019. The total number of books read by our ESO members since
reporting began is 8,238! Each ESO pledge keeps a record of the number of books read since pledging;
hence the amounts shown are cumulative over a number of years. If you would like to "Enlighten your own
pathway" by pledging to ESO, forms may be obtained at www.gfwc-charlotte.com For more information,
contact Brynda Filkins, 541-3598. You are invited to join this group of reading women!
Congratulations to these members! Certificates will be presented sometime in the future.
Brynda Filkins, Chair

If you know of a club member who could use some help, contact:

Lorraine Green, Chair, 543-5048, rainraingreen@gmail.com

GFWC — Charlotte
Women's Health — April 2020

This month's Women's Health Theme is STAY HOME!!!
We are normally out and about and enjoying the start of spring in Michigan. Instead, find
ourselves in the midst of a pandemic. No so long ago, we had never heard the word COVID-19
and now the whole world is in a fight to survive it.
Since we don't have a GFWC meeting because of the stay at home orders, it seemed
especially important to have the monthly health sheet. So the theme is Stay Home and our
inspiring woman in health comes from taking a look back at the 1918 flu pandemic.
Our inspiring woman in health this month is Katherine Hannan.
"When the United States entered World War I in 1917, the Red Cross put out a call for nurses and
Katherine volunteered," says Margaret Gurowitz, Chief Historian at Johnson &
Johnson. "She was a pioneer at Johnson & Johnson in that respect."
Katherine Hannan, a nurse by training was actually working at the time in
Johnson & Johnson advertising department. She is the only known female
Johnson & Johnson employee to have volunteered for military service during
that time. "Roles for women in the military were far more limited 100 years
ago," Gurowitz says, adding that nursing was one of the few positions women
could fill.
After being sent to a hospital at Fort McPherson in Georgia, Katherine Hannan
was promoted to head nurse and superintendent, overseeing 100 nurses.
Meanwhile, the deadly Spanish influenza virus was spreading. The first
recorded outbreak in the United States occurred at Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas, on March 11,
1918. A few months later, Ms. Hannan was sent to Vladivostok, Siberia, to serve with the American
Expeditionary Forces as chief nurse of the Evacuation Hospital, where she and fellow nurses treated
wounded soldiers and those suffering from the flu.
She was well-liked by her nurses and by other leaders, as evidenced by this quote from the Atlanta
Constitution in 1918, "her very presence gives one confidence...with the ideal of executive strength in her
composed but expressive manner, her voice one that carries its message unmistakably, but is never sharp or
loud."
Women's health self-care tips for this month:
•

Stay home and stay safe

Follow the CDC guidelines at https://www.cdc.govicoronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
This April we honor women who are in again on the front lines in this pandemic!

From the Archives - So many ideas! By Sylvia Colles

I’ve been looking back at minutes from the Club’s earlier days. Times have changed, and so has
our Club’s focus. It is interesting to see some of the past programs. At the October 18, 1913
meeting, the program was “Efficiency in the Home” presented by Mrs. Barber, “Home, the
Greatest Factor in Education” by Mrs. Mc Gee, “Foods and Drinks as Related to Social Purity” by
Mrs. Quantrell, “Food Waste in the Household” by Mrs. Sherman, and “Housework as a Science”
by Mrs. Walker. At the next meeting, October 25, 1913, the focus moved out of the home.
“Mrs. Ward gave a beautiful violin solo with Mrs. Johnson accompanying,” and, at the same
meeting, “Rev. Patchell introduced Justice Moore of the Supreme Court, who gave a very
instructive lecture on ‘International Arbitration.’” Quite a variety. (The handwriting, while
elegant, is a sometimes a little difficult to read. Some of the names may not be spelled
correctly.)
There were so many wonderful program ideas suggested at our table at the March 2020
meeting. I know the program committee is working to provide us with wonderful programs for
the 2020-2021 year. Next year should be a great one, especially as we recognize the 100th
anniversary of our right to vote. Women from our very own Club demonstrated at the Capitol
supporting passage of the legislation giving women the right to vote. We are a formidable
group of women!

From the Archives: Victory Gardens and Epidemics
Today was another day just staying at home except for a trip to our local Meijer’s for the senior
citizen shopping time at 7:00 a.m. Who knew there were so many old people? Although there
was still no yeast on the shelves, there was plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables. This brings us to
another bit from the archives. On March 6, 1944, Mr. Paul Krome, of Michigan State College,
presented a lecture on “. . . Victory Gardening. He answered questions about gardening and
pointed out how important these small gardens are to the war effort and how due to home
canning, the O.P.A. was able to reduce ration points on many canned goods.” (The Office of
Price Administration (OPA) was established within the Office for Emergency Management of the
United States government by Executive Order 8875 on August 28, 1941. The functions of
the OPA were originally to control money (price controls) and rents after the outbreak of World
War II. - Wikipedia) We are so lucky to have abundant food even though some items are missing
from the grocery shelves. We certainly could have used ration points for toilet paper!
This is not the first devastating health crisis we have faced in our community. Here’s another
note handwritten from our archives. “Republican 1881 Charlotte had 45 deaths last year from
diphtheria.” We’ve developed a vaccine for diphtheria and one for the polio virus that plagued
the childhood of many of us. We will get through this too.

KIND News Order Form
To adopt a classroom for the 2020-21 school year, please complete this form and
return by May 15, 2020 to Carol Rossio, 2233 S. Cochran Rd., Charlotte, along with a
$25.00 check made out to GFWC-Charlotte.
Your Name: __________________________________________________________
Is there a specific teacher/classroom you’d like to sponsor? If so, please complete the
information below:
Teacher Name:________________________________________Grade
Level_________________
School: ________________________ Address(if not in
Charlotte):________________________________
Questions? Contact Carol Rossio at 543-4172 or cjrossio@hotmail.com.
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