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CHORUS ENTERTAINS AT DECEMBER TEA

MARLENE DARIN, JAN HARMS, WNDEE MORSE, JO VANDERSTELT, MARTHA
LIMAURO, CAROL ROSSIO, PATTY GREENE, JANE KARLZAN, PAM RINCKEY,
LORI PRAY, JOAN HASSELBACK, CHRIS OLSON, PEGGY NICHOLS, JOYCE
SPARSKS, SANDY MAATSCH, LINDA FOSTER, JEANNETTE SOMMER, SALLY
JEWELL, DIRECTOR CAROLYN MAIER
FLUTIST, REBECCA OLSON, PIANIST, NANCY HOSKINS

SUE PRUDEN NAMED
WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT
Also honored for 25 years of membership.
(see p. 2)

PAST PRESIDENTS HONORED
NORMA CURTIS, MARGIE CARTER, KAREN ELSESSER, MONA ELLARD, MARY REMENAK, LINDA FOSTER,
NOLA BUCK, SANDY MAATSCH, MARILYN MONROE HART, CAROL MONROE, SARA BISKIE, LORI PRAY,
JEANNETTE SOMMER, JOYCE SPARKS, SHIRLEY RANN, DONNA W. JOHNSON
(These are the past presidents who were present at the tea.)

SUE PRUDEN – Woman of Achievement for 2013-14
“The Woman of Achievement award is given to a club member who has demonstrated
positive involvement and support in contributions to our club, contribution to the
community as a club member, independent contribution to the community and
development of self. This years’ recipient has been an active club member since
1988 participating in GAM, prescription Drug Abuse Prevention Project, Photography
interest group, book club, and routinely volunteers to serve as Co-chair and committee
member for the monthly club meetings. She has served as chair of the
Conservation/Recycling program for over 13 years. She delivers Mobile Meals along
with her sister. She is also active in the community by preparing meals for elementary
school families and for funeral luncheons at her church and volunteering for the
upwards basketball outreach program.
She was an RN at Hayes Green Beach Hospital for over 20 years and continues to
maintain her RN license. She stays active by walking at AL!VE, is an avid skier and
also enjoys fishing with her husband at their cottage.
She is large in thought and deed. Her humility, generosity of self, calm and straight
forward actions have benefitted our club and the community year after year.”

NEW MEMBERS RECOGNIZED . . .

Five of 10 were present: Liza Sayre, Lisa Jackson, Carol Little, Julie Dartt and Sunny Becker
Others are: Diana Bosworth, Regina Sober, Jeanne Tomasek, Barb VanderMolen, and Suzette
Weaver

Remembrances . . .
Bev Trumley – heart cath in December

Birthdays

Anniversaries

LATE JANUARY
19
19
21
23
26
27

Shelby Butler
Gloria Wilson
Lori King
Chris Olson
Cheryl Jackson
Norma Curtis

20 Martha & Mike Limauro
30 Barb & John VanderMolen

EARLY FEBRUARY
02
03
03
04
05
05
15

Marian Johnson
Eva Crandall
Lola Wilson
Barb Fulton
Carol Idalski
Jackie Carr
Mona Ellard

07 Bev & Dick Trumley
09 Betty & Jim Crandall

16 Jo & Dan Vanderstelt

Hand to Hand
THANK YOU HAND-TO-HAND!
As a recent beneficiary of Hand-to-Hand, I wish to thank all my GFWCCharlotte sisters, and especially Mary Remenak, for your kindness and
concern as I continue to recover from my recent neck surgery.
The meals were delicious and greatly appreciated, the cards, e-mails and
calls uplifting, and just knowing that so many people were willing to
lend a helping hand was overwhelming and comforting.
With your continued good thoughts and prayers, I hope to be back to my normal, active self in the
spring. I feel blessed to be a member of this great organization.
Sincerely,
Sharon Kubica

Who is Hand to Hand for?
Many of you may think that Hand to Hand is only for you if you are sick. Please know we are here to
help you! A family member’s illness can also take a toll on you, both physically and emotionally.
Please don’t feel like you are failing that family member by taking us up on our offer to help.
Sometimes just getting out of the house to have a cup of coffee with someone will put you in a better
place to care for your loved one. Maybe just not making a meal will give you the extra time that day
you may need to take a deep breath. Or, you looked outside and your yard is a mess because you have
bigger things to care for. Perhaps you need to run an errand and need someone to sit with your loved
one. These are all services that Hand to Hand can do for you. Accepting our offer to help is the first
step to help yourself and know you don’t have to do this on your own. I can speak on this topic from
personal experience, although I thought I could do it all by myself, I learned I was better care giver by
accepting help.
So yes, if you need a hand because you are ill, we are there, but please don’t think this is the only thing
we help with. Hopefully everyone picked up a Hand to Hand card at the last meeting, but if you didn’t,
please contact Mary Remenak at lovethehousedesigns@yahoo.com or 541-0382 if you or someone
close to you needs a hand. And remember we are “Your Other Right Hand”!
Liza Sayre

______________________________________________________________________

Stormi Stuler and her “group” put greens in the downtown urns on November 16th

Board Talk – Sylvia colles

The Annual Report is underway. A heartfelt thank you to all who turned in
committee reports and hours. Later I’ll be letting you know more about all our amazing accomplishments.
Here’s just a teaser: Carol Rossio and Linda Foster have completed twenty video interviews with our most
senior members. These will be available on our website in the future. Recording the experiences of our
members and keeping the archives safe into the future is the Community Improvement Project that I chose
for my term as president. Scanning all of the treasurers in our archives is going to take a long time, but
little by little, book by book, it will be accomplished. Interested in helping? Scanning the documents is so
easy; no experience or training needed. Entering the information in the spreadsheet is easily taught; all you
need is a computer with Excel on it. This project will continue after my turn as president is finished.
Here’s something I came across as I was working on the archives from a booklet dated 1912-13. Some
things have changed over the years, but some things will always remain the same.
What is a Woman’s Club?
“What is a Woman’s Club? A meeting ground
For those of purpose, great and broad and strong.
Whose aim is toward the stars, who ever long
To make the patient, listening world resound
With sweetest music, purer, nobler tones;
A place where kindly, helpful words are said
And kindlier deeds are done. Where hearts are fed
Where wealth of brain for poverty atones
And hand grasps hand, and soul finds touch with soul.
This is a Woman’s Club, a haven fair
Where toilers drop an hour their load of care.”
Lots more treasures are waiting to be preserved. I’ve been scanning documents from the Eaton County
Federation of Women’s Clubs. Until I began this project, I didn’t even know this had existed. It was
organized in 1902 and was State federated in 1905. So far, I’ve only found records dating back to 1955.
I’m sure that some of our members remember this part of our past because the last record I’ve found is
dated 1968. Let me know if you are interested in helping.

SIREN/EATON SHELTER
OPENHOUSE
December 10, 2013
Jessica Edel cuts the ribbon.

Chorus sings at Rotary December 10th – then on to the Medical Care Facility
Here are some of the amazing altos having fun before the Rotary performance:
Joan, Linda, Martha and Jo

Smile Bag/Doll Project
Thanks to all who have said they want to work on this project. So far 3 bags and 1 doll
have been turned in. I will not be at the February meeting so if you need directions for
either project, a kit with the supplies needed to make them, or help, please call or e-mail
before the end of January so I can get them to you.
Sara Biskie
slbiskie@sbcglobal.net
(517) 543-0815 or (517) 449-6274
______________________________________________________________________

Eaton County Medical Care Facility Request
We are in need of volunteers to assist our residents – playing games with them, escorting
them to and from activities and therapy, drive them to appointments, etc. Contact Beth
West at bwest@ecmcf.org or call 543-2940 x 2812 if you would be interested in helping.

TEA AND TOMES: This month, travel with us to the largest municipal waste
dump in Cambodia. We will be discussing the lives of those who scavenge
recyclables from the trash and how literacy can change lives to help people
"rise from the ashes." Based on a true story, Camron Wright's The Rent
Collector, is a powerful story of loss, love, literature, and life. Please join us on
January 28th from 12:45 to 2:30 at the Charlotte Community Library's Spartan
Room. Copies of the book are available from Brynda Filkins, 541-3698.
Sneak Peek for February 25: Two Old Women by Velma Wallis

JANUARY IS A GREAT TIME TO PLEDGE TO ESO
Epsilon Sigma Omicron is an honorary educational society open to all GFWC members. The purpose of
ESO is to promote a commitment to lifelong learning and self-improvement through reading. It is intended
to offer a path to self-enrichment and personal growth for all members, not just those who participate in a
book discussion club.

Reading is, of course, the main responsibility of an ESO member. Our book discussion group, Tea and
Tomes, is a separate entity; one does not need to be in the book group to pledge ESO. Members may read
from an ESO published reading list (available at GFWC.org/ESO) or they may choose alternate titles. A
report form must be maintained by each member and forwarded to the local chairperson, who, in turn, will
forward report totals to the state ESO chairperson. Reporting is done in late-December of each year, so if
you start reading now, you will have the entire year to compile your list. State ESO chairs will issue
certificates and awards based on report forms received. A pledge form must be completed to enroll as an
ESO member (download available at gfwc-charlotte.com). Brynda Filkins is the local chairperson; call her
with questions at 541-3698. Every GFWC member is encouraged to pledge.

Stay Festive in Red through February
Home cooked meals, family time, festive parties, and our favorite seasonal tunes—yes the
holiday season is here. Fortunately, the energy and enthusiasm doesn’t end with New
Year’s. There’s another special occasion that deserves celebrating on the first Friday of
February 2014: National Wear Red Day®. (Our meeting day!)
On February 7, millions will put on their best red outfits to call attention to the leading cause of
death for American women—heart disease. You can join GFWC Program Partner The Heart
Truth®, and many other organizations and individuals across the United States in sharing this
message with your club, family, and community.
The Heart Truth®, a program of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, provides a National
Wear Red Day® toolkit to help you prepare an event in your community, such as a fashion show or luncheon,
and recruit friends and colleagues to wear red with you. Free materials are included—a flyer, newsletter ad,
poster, and Web banners—to help you spread the word. You might even recognize one of the women
featured in the toolkit.
The Heart Truth® is a registered trademark of HHS. National Wear Red Day is registered trademark of HHS
and AHA.

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The
Club Communicator to:
Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041;
ed@fosterdvm.com

KALEIDOSCOPE – Friday, April 25, 2014 – details TBA. Contact
Linda Foster 543-3041 or ed@fosterdvm.com to get on the list to
be contacted when more information is available. I am being told
that this might be postponed until fall. I’ll let you know as soon
as it is finalized.

GFWC Success for Survivors Scholarship Deadline
As a national leader in the fight to end domestic violence, GFWC will award $2,500 to help survivors of
intimate partner violence obtain a post-secondary education through the GFWC Success for Survivors
Scholarship. The scholarship deadline is fast approaching. Applications are due on Friday, January 31, 2013.
Promoting the GFWC Success for Survivors Scholarship is a key component to helping us change lives, and
we can’t do it alone. Spread the word with a fill-in-the-blank press release to distribute to your local media.
Visit www.GFWC.org/Scholarship to download the press release and other marketing materials. For
more information contact the GFWC Programs Department at 202-347-3168 or Programs@GFWC.org.

Notice:
We are currently trying to renew our website. It should be up and running soon.

GFWC-Charlotte February Program
“Getting to Know the Sheriff and Personal Protection”
The General Federation of Women’s Clubs-Charlotte will hold its monthly meeting on Friday, February 7,
2014 at the Charlotte Community Library Spartan Room. Eaton County Sheriff, Tom Reich, will be the
guest speaker.
The deadline for luncheon reservations is 12:00 noon, Saturday, February 1, 2014. Reservations may be
made at HGB Gift Basket or members may register online at www.imembersdb.com and pay at the door.
To register online go to “register me”, “register now”, check off questions on page, hit “register” and
“confirm”. If you can’t remember your user name and/or password, or for other assistance registering
online, contact Linda Foster. Those registering online are asked to have the exact payment amount at the
door. ‘No Shows’ are committed for payment unless their spot is resold. The luncheon cost is $10.00.
Social time begins at 11:30 a.m. with lunch and meeting following at 12:00 noon.
If you have any questions, please contact Dianna Rabey at 543-3295.
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