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President Fran Fuller 

welcomed us to Guest   

Night, November 3
rd

 at  

Maple Brook Golf Club. 
 
Committee:  Linda Yeager, Nancy Gensel, Jeana Rohrs, Sherry 
Pabst 
and Pam Jarvi (not pictured) 

TRIVIA AT ITS BEST! 
A GREAT TIME WAS  
HAD BY ALL! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Lorraine Green, Chair 
rainraingreen@gmail.com 

Home: 517-543-5048  
 
Do you know of someone in our club who could use a 

hand – ride to appointments, meal brought in, receive a 

card, visitor, listener, shopper, etc.?    Contact Lorraine  
 
 
 
 
Pat Campion has our historical 
documents organized and now stored in 
the basement of Courthouse Square.  We 
still have a display room upstairs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From News & Notes:  The GFWC Legislative Action Center is a powerful tool for GFWC’s 

public issues and advocacy efforts. Track bills, contact your local representative, and take action 

on issues germane to GFWC Resolutions. Click here to visit the Legislative Action Center and 

enroll to receive updates. 

 
 
 
ARM KNITTING CRAFT SESSION 
 
Thursday, November 16

th
, 6-7:30 p.m., old Court House 

Joni Risner, Chair; bring two skeins of heavy yarn. 

 
 
 
Ruthie’s Meatballs (aka Carol Rossio’s mom) – served at SIREN Tea 
 
Mix together:  2# lean ground beef, 1 envelope onion soup mix, 2 eggs slightly beaten, 1 C. 
unseasoned bread crumbs.  Shape into medium-size meatballs (46-48) and place in 9 x 13 baking 
dish. 
Sauce:  1 jar Chili Sauce, 1 jar water (from Chili Sauce), 1 c. brown sugar, 1 can whole cranberries 
(not the sauce), 1 can sauerkraut, well drained.   Combine sauce ingredients and pour over 
meatballs.  Bake at 325 degrees for 2 hours – uncovered. 

 
 

mailto:rainraingreen@gmail.com
https://u3654531.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=9eXHP1PR7PQVD2K3bEZ-2F3vSNlmpKIu1L89DpFLd1TR-2FXWcBTmeLRwi6a7lfhcV3kEGkeMj04Fvqc6G97Ske7OBhZjLicp-2F0-2BnBJW2B3XkiSLLkbgX-2FkVj2eyEPEW2AdTCpc7cZyRkp-2B5lNvRf8XLrAzbc1MjAFG5MY4RDN9cCeXZD1SSDmxesl2hLFTPQUeNagVoHPUB3SS04B1hTHC43dt05XhBJ3ye-2BXYj-2FNPN28-2F2Pj3mc2lnHhhqNzM14pZGFQx5IcjJVXcMEUsmauiXuXJVP1DQtMD4R3HKON2YerQ-3D_-2Fl49ey9O5N2jWNqlh1kFrBf-2FIu82pAnCcptorHFA24IjI4QjCHaQp-2BazZg8hhAOQ660UZSc1d1Gvmie9MSvLsz43TcXIesiFssflnKQWjPAv4oVOAl3IBUVWkRoTYhbAjsFnF3828V41KhpLypHZ1EN8eOXAxQmBWOZ9T3EhIA82XfzJBKqDd6RsKluXGxYscJI30v3OOq5EjwR9ZIoyIStV5TSXae7-2FMD9BiaRNZAC3bfOJ7L1IQMVPtoYuAsunOPWjyABBc9USrQHUwuUJ8p2-2FfYpMstrqq1z9Mx7UXwnWh6czTr85gAj5l1UFmk6ELJBAL5vmsLb5K-2Fnt-2FOvpMoTNFODe3BWErRJkmUsHnNAgD63I6ThGo4VqfM1eq67ig-2BRFvZZ6iOBJzY3zk745tg-3D-3D
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SIREN HOLIDAY TEA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GFWC-CHARLOTTE 
November 12th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda Lord chaired the event with a lot of help from Club members!  Preliminary 
figures show a profit of about $3500 each for SIREN and for GFWC-Charlotte. 
 

 



 

 

Board Talk – Fran Fuller             

 

 

 
 

Trivia Night was a fun time for those who attended 

Husband/Guest Night.  Lots of talking and laughing could be heard.  It also reaffirmed 
my belief that I don’t know a lot of trivia! 

 

Last Saturday, eleven club members braved 23 degree weather and decorated the 

downtown urns in record time.  I don’t know if it’s ever been that cold!  Afterwards we 

warmed up with hot chocolate and tea at Evelyn Bay. The urns look beautiful and we 

received several comments from people walking by.  Thank you for all your help. 
 

Congratulations to the SIREN Tea committee on another successful event.  Thank you 

for your support of our biggest fundraiser.  Whether you were on the committee, made a 

monetary donation, worked in the kitchen, baked or cooked, or helped with the ever 

popular silent auction, your contributions were appreciated.  I will share the final totals 
when they become available. 

 

The hours you have freely given should be recorded on your Volunteer/Enrichment 

hours reports and Committee/Program reports, which are due December 1.  These 

report forms are a vital tool to be used when reporting our hours to the state.  Whether 

you spent many hours on a project or just a few, they all count.  If you chair a 
committee or program, please submit your Annual Report by December 1.  Thank you 

for the time you’ve given and will continue to give. Please turn these in as soon as 

possible. 

 

We have 2 co-chairs for Senior Tea and are looking for 1 more.  Thank you to Sue Farlin 
and Pat Campion for stepping forward to co-chair this event.  The Charlotte Satellite 

Club will move the tables from the Senior Center to the school and back so the 

committee will not have to do that.  That will be a huge help! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone on December 1 at our Christmas Tea where we will 

honor our Past Presidents and new members.  Our GFWC MI president and vice 
president will be attending as well.  We will be selling Hungry Howie pizza gift 

certificates which are good for a 1 topping medium size flavored crust pizza.  Cost is 

$6 for 1 or $10 for 2.  These certificates are great for stocking stuffers, office gifts or for 

a quick meal for your family.  Also, a representative from Women at Risk (WAR) will be 

there selling jewelry and Christmas items.  100% of the proceeds are returned to WAR 
to be used in the fight to end human trafficking.  This will be a good time to purchase 

some of those Christmas gifts. 

 

 Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a Happy and safe New Year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



TEA AND TOMES:  November brings our readers together to 

discuss State of Wonder by Ann Patchett.  Dr. Marina Singh goes into the 

Amazon to collect the effects of her colleague and friend, Dr. Anneck Swenson, a 

well-known gynecologist who has gone to a remote region to study women who 

conceive into middle age and beyond. Dr. Singh confronts her own past, present 

and future as she discovers what her friend was working on in the jungle.  A thought 

provoking novel that is sure to produce a lively discussion among our readers.  

Join us on November 28, 12:45 – 2:30 at the Charlotte Community Library in the Spartan 

Room for our discussion. 

Sneak Peek :  Our January reading selection will be The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  

In this classic, we have a peak into the culture of the Roaring ‘20’s.  Fitzgerald weaves a 

story of love, loss, excess and wealth that has become an example of the American 

Experience.  We will meet on January 30 to discuss this piece of classic American 

Literature. 

We would also like to invite all of our club member to bring books that they are 

finished reading to the December Christmas Tea.  All books will be sold for $1.00, 

with proceeds going toward our annual donation to Charlotte Community Library.  A 

reminder that any books not sold should be taken home or donated to the library for their 

used book sales.  

If you have any questions about Tea and Tomes, please contact Elizabeth Siler by email at 

ebsiler@gmail.com or by phone at 517-541-3499 or 517-231-4886. 

 
 
 

 

 

$500 Nursing and $500 Arts Scholarship Available through GFWC-

Charlotte 

 
Any student in the community, male or female, young or mature, current student or re-
entering student is eligible to apply for a $500 scholarship to pursue a career either in the 

field of arts or a nursing degree. These scholarships are provided by the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs Michigan.  These are in addition to the scholarships that GFWC-Charlotte awards to graduating 
seniors at Charlotte High School.  Each year, GFWC-Charlotte donates $50 to this GFWC Michigan 
scholarship program.  GWFC-Charlotte has been successful in the past in having endorsed several winning 
applications and would be pleased to again submit qualified local applicants to continue that tradition.   If 
you know someone planning a career in arts or nursing, encourage them to apply.   
 
Applications are available at the Charlotte High School guidance office, Hayes Green Beach Hospital 
administration office on the second floor, Relevant Academy (old Galewood School), and at the Charlotte 
Community Library.  To fill out an application online, click on this link: 
 http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/Downloads/Arts_Nursing_scholarship_application_2017.pdf  The online 

applications are in a “fillable” format and will need to be saved to your computer, then 
printed.   Completed applications should be mailed to GFWC-Charlotte; PO Box 464; 
Charlotte, MI 48813.  The current GFWC-Charlotte president will add her signature to 
completed applications when they are received. The deadline for applying is 
 January 15, 2018.   

 

mailto:ebsiler@gmail.com
http://www.gfwc-charlotte.com/Downloads/Arts_Nursing_scholarship_application_2017.pdf


Warming up after Urn planting on a very cold 
(22*) day, November 10, 2017 

Judy MacInness, Linda Foster, Dyuna Lehman, Sandy Maatsch, Lori Pray, Carol Little, Nola Buck, Peggy 

Nichols, Fran Fuller, Sherry Pabst, Jane Fortino (Amy Krizek, not pictured.) 

Now is the time to remember our GFWC  Partnership with Heifer International. Since 1944, Heifer 

International has been providing livestock and training to bring hope and reduce hunger to families in 

impoverished communities around the world. Would you please consider making a donation to Heifer this 

season? Any financial contribution you can make goes a long ways towards improving the living situation 

for many people. Checks can be made payable to GFWC – Charlotte with Heifer International on the 

memo line. Honor Cards will be available to those desiring them for donations of $10 or more. Please see 

Julie Dartt for cards or if you would like more information regarding Heifer International. Julie will be 

collecting donations at the Christmas Tea on Friday, December 1st. A drawing for a jar of honey will also 

be held. One dollar buys one chance to win in the ‘You get the honey, Heifer gets the money’ plan. Thank 

You to all of you for helping raise funds to help others. 

MISSING BANNER 

DO YOU HAVE IT? 

PLEASE RETURN TO 

FRAN FULLER 

https://www.heifer.org/


Remembrances . . . 
Connie Bazaire – death of her mother In law. 
Sharon Adams – serious health issues of her son 
Rod Yates & family – death of Past President Joyce Yates 
Donna W. Johnson – health issues 
Patty Greene is a grandma again! – Cameron Greene, 7# 8 oz., 20.5” 

Birthdays      Anniversaries 
                     Late November 

28 Brynda Filkins      

    December 

 
01 Chris Reist       
02 Jane Fortino 
02 Nancy Gensel 
04 Lisa Jackson      06 Okja & Hak Kim   
08 LeAnn Green       11 Sherry & Fred Myers 
        
       15 Dyna & Jerry Lehman   
16 Judy MacInness     16 Karen & Jim Elsesser   
20 Diane Ruswick  
       19 Sharon & Jerry Kubica 
       21 Peg & Mark Cameron   
28 Patty Retzer   
 
    Early January 

01 Carol Monroe      01  Marilyn & Bruce Hart  
03 Diana Bosworth     04  Jessica & Gerald Sommer  
04 Fran Rush      04  Marianne & Steve Struckmeyer 
             
07 Shirley Rann  
08 Bobbie Kane  
11 Jessica Sommer     30  Barb & John VanderMolen  
15 Beth Wildern  
15 Elizabeth Siler  
17 Sharon Adams  

 

Booklet Corrections: 

You get the booklet when you pay your dues.  Proofread and let me know changes! 
 

Resignations:  Sandra Guernsey, Beth Fry and Courtney Anderson 

Delete the home phone number for Lisa Jackson. 

New email for Joni Risner:  j.risner@micauw.org  
 

Welcome New Member, Mary June Garn 
 
You’ll recognize Mary June as our chorus pianist.  She’s an MSU graduate with degrees in 
Music.  She taught in Charlotte and Eaton Rapids for 27 years.  (Her late husband, Rich, also 
taught in Charlotte.)  She still has a few piano students.  Mary June has 3 children, 10 
grandchildren, and 3 ½ great-grandchilden. 

mailto:j.risner@micauw.org


 

GFWC-Charlotte December Tea 
 

Honoring Past Presidents and New Members 
 

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs-Charlotte will hold its 

Annual Christmas Tea on Friday, December 1, 2017 at the First 

Congregational Church, 106 S. Bostwick Ave.  We will be honoring our Past Presidents, 

new members and others.  Our chorus will be singing. 

 
No reservations are needed for the tea and there is no cost.  

(Lunch will not be served.)  

Social time will begin at 12:30 p.m. with the program starting at 

1:00 p.m. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Jeana Rohrs 517-652-3333 

 

Mini Trips Update 
Christmas at the Russian Room 
 
Wednesday, December 6, 3p.m. 
cost = $10 – no carpool 
 

More exploration of culture right here in our own community!   
Storyteller & curator Inna Phelps will hosts us at the Eaton County Courthouse Square Museum 

Russian Room.  Inna, who is from Russia, will share Russian Christmas traditions, music and tea, 

and share her extensive collection of Russian artifacts.  Come enjoy a fun respite in your holiday 
season. 

Any ideas for future trips let us know – 
Jo Vanderstelt 517-281-1301 www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com or Sharon Kennedy 

www.sharonkennedy65@gmail.com 
 
Trips carpool from Al!ve – park near the pavilion  ∙  All trips can accommodate only a limited 

number of participants, spaces will be filled first-come first-serve basis. Non-members are always 

welcome to join us on our mini trips  
 
Kaleidoscope – save the date – Friday, September 7, 2018 – day-long program for women at 
MSU.  Cost is about $100, includes breakfast, lunch, kick-off speaker, key-note speaker and two 
breakout sessions.  Sign up sheet at meetings.  Sign up if you have interest in being contacted 
closer to the time with more specifics. 
 

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The 
lub Communicator  to: 

Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041; 
ed@fosterdvm.com  

REMEMBER, NO ISSUE IN DECEMBER  

  

http://www.jovanderstelt@yahoo.com/
http://www.sharonkennedy65@gmail.com/
mailto:ed@fosterdvm.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  10-25-17 Making blankets for Operation Smile Project at Carol Little’s. 
Participants:  Carol Little, Linda Foster, Judy Whitkopf, Mary Remenak, Julie Dartt, 

      Ginny Baxter, Nola Buck, Nancy Holtz, Fran Fuller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Thought from the Internet – I felt this was appropriate as we remember Veterans, recent 
losses of family and friends, and all for which we have to be thankful: 
 
Lisa Beamer on 'Good Morning America' TV show - If you remember, she's the wife of Todd Beamer 
who said "Let's Roll !" and helped take down the plane over Pennsylvania that was  heading for 
Washington, DC back on 9/11/2001.  She said: "It's the little things that I miss most about Todd, such as 
hearing the garage door open as he came home, and our children running to meet him." 

Lisa recalled this story: "I had a very special teacher in high school many years ago, whose husband died 
suddenly of a heart attack.  About a week after his death, she shared some of her insight with a 
classroom of students."  As the late afternoon sunlight came streaming in through the classroom 
windows and the class was nearly over, she moved a few things aside on the edge of her desk and sat 
down there. 

With a gentle look of reflection on her face, she paused and said, "Class is over.  I would like to share 
with all of you, a thought that is unrelated to class, but which I feel is very important.  Each of us is put 
here on earth to learn, share, love, appreciate and give of ourselves.  None of us knows when this 
fantastic experience will end.  It can be taken away at any moment.  Perhaps this is God's way of telling 
us that we must make the most out of every single day'.  Her eyes, beginning to water, she went on, 'So 
I would like you all to make me a promise.  From now on, on your way to school, or on your way home, 
find something beautiful to notice.  It doesn't have to be something you see; it could be a scent, 
perhaps of freshly baked bread wafting out of someone's house, or it could be the sound of the breeze 
slightly rustling the leaves in the trees, or the way the morning light catches one autumn leaf as it falls 
gently to the ground.  Please look for these things, and cherish them.  For, although it may sound trite 
to some, these things are the "stuff" of life.  The little things we are put here on earth to enjoy.  The 
things we often take for granted." 

The class was completely quiet.  We all picked up our books and filed out of the room silently.  That 
afternoon, I noticed more things on my way home from school than I had that whole semester.  Every 
once in a while, I think of that teacher and remember what an impression she made on all of us, and I 
try to appreciate all of those things that sometimes we all overlook. 

Take notice of something special you see on your lunch hour today.  Go barefoot.  Or walk on the beach 
at sunset.  Stop off on the way home tonight to get a double dip ice cream cone.  For as we get older, it 
is not the things we did that we often regret, but the things we didn't do. 

"Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath 
away." 

GOD Bless you every day of your life.  The nicest place to be is in someone's thoughts. The safest place 
to be is in someone's prayers, and the very best place to be is in the hands of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Jean was one of the honorees at the program described above on November 11th.  

 

She is one of our GFWC-Charlotte Honorary Members with 69 years of 

continuous membership. 

 
 

Just for fun… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This couple won the best Halloween Costume 
Contest for all of Florida 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC - CHARLOTTE 

P. O. BOX 464 

CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI  

www.imembersdb.com  
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