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INFORMATION FAIR OFFERS LOTS OF OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to sign up for your area of interest. 

 



Chorus entertains for our opening meeting of the season . . . 
Carolyn Maier, Director; Patty Greene, Marlene Darin, Chris Olson, Peggy Nichols, 

Joyce Sparks, Jan Harms, Jane Karlzan, Wendee Morse, Sandy Maatsch, Linda Foster, 

Pam Rinckey, Lori Pray, Martha Limauro, Jeannette Sommer, Jo Vanderstelt, Carol 

Rossio, Joan Hasselback; Nancy Hoskins, Pianist 

 

 

Remembrances . . . 
Patty Retzer – death of her husband, Gerry. 
Sally Jewell – hip replacement 

Carolyn Maier – grandma! 

 
Congratulations to new member, Liza Sayre – details will be  in 
separate New Member email. 
 

 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 
Late September 

 
Birthdays       Anniversaries    
       18 Shelby & Scott Butler 
17  Bev Trumley     18  Eva & Eric Crandall 
19  Betty Crandall     24 April & Joe Brooks 
25  Nancy Holtz      25  Gloria & Bob Wilson 
27  Dianna Rabey     27  Sue & Paul Berger 
28  Katie  Dornbos     29  Carol & Lee Monroe 
28  Beth Fry      30  Fran & Dave Fuller 

                                            Early  October 
01  Judy Whitkopf     02  Sharon & Larry Adams 
02  Suzette Weaver     05  Donna W. & Richard Johnson 
05  Sandy Maatsch      
13  Lori Pray       
14  Joy St. John                                         15  Donna S. & Leonard Johnson 
15  Marlene Darin 

 
 



 

 

Board Talk – Sylvia Colles            

 

 

 

 
Welcome Back!  It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Information Fair and to meet so many 

guests and, hopefully, new members.  Some important things happened at our meeting.   We approved the 

changes to the By-Laws, and there was a resounding vote to endorse Linda Foster as a candidate for 

secretary for GFWC-Michigan.  

 

Senior Tea:  The vote was as follows:  Discontinue the Tea – 4; Continue the Tea – 0; Continue the Tea 

with changes – 40.  Now that we have a decision on the future of the Senior Tea, the committee will be 

meeting to develop a plan of action.  Members have suggested many ideas that could help keep the Tea 

relevant to the graduating seniors and, at the same time, maintain the tradition.  The committee will report 

back with their recommendations.  Let Dianna Rabey know if you would like to serve on that committee. 

 

Annual Reports:    Many of you who were at the meeting are chairs of one committee or another and were 

given the report forms that are used by your president to complete the Annual Report for 2012.  I hope that 

all of you are keeping track of the hours your volunteer for our many projects.  Just in case you don’t have 

that form or you have questions about exactly what hours to record, I will be sending the form and a “white 

paper” out by email within a few days.  I realize that recording your time is not something that is a lot of 

fun, but it is so very important when I start working on the Annual Report.   

 

You’ve looked at the calendar of programs by now and know that the Program Committee has planned a 

great year with a wide-ranging variety of speakers.  October will feature Carmen Kucinich from the FBI 

talking about Human Trafficking.  October is also the month where there is a concentrated effort to raise 

awareness of domestic abuse.  I read in the GFWC Clubwoman Magazine that, according to the Ageless 

Alliance, as many as 1 in 10 older adults, and 1 in 2 people with dementia, are victims of elder abuse. 

That’s a startling statistic.  We support Siren/Eaton Shelter with financial donations and in-kind goods.  

Look over the list of needs that Jessica Edel, Director of Siren/Eaton Shelter and GFWC-Charlotte member, 

provided at the September meeting.   We’ll collect items and financial donations (make checks payable to 

Siren/Eaton Center) at the next two meetings and deliver them all together to Siren.   

 

We’re off to a great beginning.  See you all at the October meeting.  Sylvia 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remember to get your articles in by the 15th of each month for The 
Club Communicator  to: 

Linda Foster, 316 Beech St., Charlotte, MI 48813; 543-3041; 
ed@fosterdvm.com  

 

Please inform us of information—happy, sad, and concern so that we can include it in The 

Communicator.  IF YOU DO NOT WANT INFORMATION INCLUDED, CONTACT 
LINDA FOSTER BY 9/30/13! (543-3041 OR ed@fosterdvm.com ) 
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The brochures for Uncle Al's Pecans are here and ready to go for another 

successful year.  These tasty chocolates, fruits and nuts are packaged in 1 lb. bags.  They are 

great for your baking, snacking, and gift giving.  The prices remain much like last year.  

Brochures  were distributed at the September  meeting, and you may place your first order in 

October.  Order again in November with delivery in December.  Let's make this our best sales year 

ever.  Contact Judy Whitkopf for more information.. 

                                SELL, SELL, SELL!!!!!!   
 

 

USED BOOKS FOR SALE!  Are you looking for a reading bargain?  

Look for our Used Book table at every GFWC meeting.  The prices of 50 

cents and $1 can't be beat!  We welcome your purchases and your donations.  

The money collected is used by the members of Tea and Tomes for book 

related projects.  This past year, money from the used books and donations 

from generous Tea and Tomes members, was given to the Charlotte 

Community Library for the purchase of sets of books.  These "book box" sets 

are used by our members and by several other book clubs in the community.  

So, grab a good read for a good cause! 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 
The purpose of this Foundation is to help GFWC MI club women with continuing education.  It does not 
mean one must be working toward a degree.  Our scholarships are meant to support our club members 
in learning more about what is of interest to them and utilizing this knowledge for the benefit of club 
and community.  The ability to pay is not a consideration. Several   of our members have taken 
advantage of this opportunity in the past.  Call me for an application or download one from our Club 
website!  www.gfwc-charlotte.com  
 
LINDA FOSTER (543-3041 or ed@fosterdvm.com ) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FLOWER POWER 

 

Once again, GFWC will be running our Flower Power fundraiser. The catalogs are out 

and the bulbs look beautiful!! We have several choices for Fall planting, such as tulips, 

hyacinths, daffodils, crocuses, irises, and one of my favorites, allium. If you do not 

already have the information and order form, please contact me, Pam Jarvi, 543-6884. All 

orders must be in to me by October 11, so they may ship our bulbs for the proper planting 

time. Each order is processed individually and is shipped right to your home. Our club 

keeps one half of the profits!!  
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TEA AND TOMES:  Our classic book selection starts us off this year as we read and discuss 

My Antonia by Willa Cather.  The whole book is a sort of love story of the country--the plains of 

Nebraska--and the people who dared to settle there and tame the prairie.  Youth, friendship, 

innocence, regret and death are central themes.  Through the adult narrator, Jim Burden, his 

childhood memories and his friendship with Antonia Shimerda, a Bohemian immigrant, are recalled.  

 

Please join us as we welcome new book club members on September 24, at the Charlotte Community 

Library's Spartan Room.  We meet from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.  Discussion and refreshments are 

served.  My Antonia is available as a free ebook download from Amazon to your Kindle.  Call 

Brynda Filkins (541-3698) for a paperback copy of the book. 

 

"There is no mistaking a real book when one meets it.  It is like falling in love."  Christopher 

Morley 

 

ESO 

EPSILON SIGMA OMICRON 

Epsilson ten sautou hoden 

“Enlighten your own pathway” 
 

ESO is an honorary educational society open to all GFWC members.  The purpose of ESO is to promote a 

commitment to lifelong learning and self-improvement through reading.  It is intended to offer a path to 

self-enrichment and personal growth for all members, not just those who participate in a book discussion 

club. 

 

GOALS: 

 To encourage clubwomen’s pursuit of higher education 

 To create an additional means to unite women in volunteerism 

 To develop a support network for women returning to school 

 To improve current and develop new study skills 

 To stimulate systematic home reading and study with minimum supervision 

 To encourage the establishment of home libraries and greater use of public libraries 

 To encourage the formation of reading/study/discussion groups 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES: 

ESO members are encouraged to participate in club programs such as 

 Reading 

 Participating in reading/study/discussion groups 

 Working to achieve higher ESO levels 

 Continuing to pursue self-improvement through personal study 

 

 Reading is, of course, the main responsibility of an ESO member.  Our book discussion group, 

Tea and Tomes, is a separate entity; one does not need to be in the book group to pledge ESO.  Members 

may read from an ESO published reading list (available at GFWC.org/ESO) or they may choose alternate 

titles.  A report form must be maintained by each member and forwarded to the local chairperson, who, in 

turn, will forward report totals to the state ESO chairperson.  Reporting is done in late-December of each 

year.  State ESO chairs will issue certificates and awards based on report forms received.  A pledge form 

must be completed to enroll as an ESO member (download available at gfwc-charlotte.com).  Brynda 

Filkins is the local chairperson; call her with questions at 541-3698.  Every GFWC member is encouraged 

to pledge. 

 

 



 

CHECK THESE OUT. . . 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

(THIS SITE ALSO HAS DIRECT LINKS 

TO THE GFWC MI AND GFWC WEBSITES.) 

Check out our Facebook page and “like” it: 

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI 
 

 www.imembersdb.com    
(user name = your email; password = your first initial and last name) 

Contact Linda for help in registering for the October meeting online. 

 (543-3041) 
 

 

 

 

 

Save the date – Friday, April 25, 2014 KALEIDOSCOPE 

 

DUES ARE DUE NOW.  ACTIVE $40, ASSOCIATE $50.  MAKE 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GFWC – CHARLOTTE,  

MAIL TO P. O. BOX 464, CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

 

Booklet Corrections: 

You get the booklet when you pay your dues.  Proofread and let me know changes! 

 

SMILE BAG/DOLL PROJECT CONTINUES 
 
This year Sara Biskie will be heading up the project.  Here are ways you can help by either 
donating supplies or by sewing: 
1. Volunteer to sew smile bags or dolls.  Directions will be available at meetings or they 

can be e-mailed to you.  You can either get your own supplies or pick up a kit.  
2. For dolls:  donate a yard of white, tan or light brown muslin fabric ( no dark brown or 

black fabrics) or donate polyester fiberfill stuffing. 
3. For bags:  donate a yard of sturdy, brightly colored fabric (no religious symbols, war 

or violence themes) or cotton cording or sturdy ribbon for ties. 
 
Please bring donated items to one of our meetings or contact me for pick-up.   
Sara Biskie 
(517) 543-0815 or slbiskie@sbcglobal.net  
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Mary Remenak won 1
st
 place in the Photography contest at the national level in the 

category, “GFWC Volunteers in Action,” for 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendee Morse and Margie Carter Advertising the Home 

Tour during the Frontier Day Parade 

 – Gary Colles drives the tractor with a model house 

 

OCTOBER 6 - HOME TOUR PHOTOS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

302 Warren      617 W. Seminary 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1550 Tina Lane     2249 Candlewood Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4388 W. Kinsel     AL!VE – W. Lawrence 

 

 
October 6

th
 is fast approaching and we are all looking forward to 

another successful Home Tour.  
 
This is just a friendly reminder that in order for the Home Tour to 
be successful, we need everyone’s support in selling the tickets 
that were distributed to you in August. We’ve had a great response 
so far and we’ve collected nearly 50 percent of the expected 
revenue.  
 
We do need everyone’s participation in this big fund raising event 
in order to continue with our student scholarships, community 
projects and other GFWC-Charlotte sponsored activities. 
 
Please send your checks by Oct 4

th
 to : 

                             Pam Rinckey - GFWC Home Tour 
                            2370 E. Vermontvile Hwy   
                            Charlotte, MI 48813 

 

Court House – Lawrence/Cochran 

 

___________________________________________ 



 

 

Michigan Retailer’s Association Membership Programs 
 

GFWC-Charlotte’s membership in the Charlotte Chamber qualifies us as a 
Partner Member of the Michigan Retailer’s Association (MRA).  This also allows 
our members to access some cost saving services.  
 
One service that might be of interest to some of our members is access to Single 
Person health, dental and life insurance benefit programs.  Information on these 
policies can be obtained by contacting Ally Nemetz at 517-372-5656.   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SIREN/EATON SHELTER – DONATIONS APPRECIATED.   

Contact Jessica Edel for more information.  Jes_edel@yahoo.com 543-0748 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

Join us in attending the Southwestern District Convention 

coming up Saturday, September 28 in Three Rivers.  Let 

Sylvia Colles know if you would like to go. 

(We will be car pooling.) 
 

 

mailto:Jes_edel@yahoo.com


Hand to Hand 
The goal of Hand to Hand   is to create a network of members willing to lend support to a fellow club 

member in a time of need.  In our first year, we performed approximately 50 “acts of service”!!  Consider 

joining this dedicated group!    

The Club response at the Information Fair was terrific!  If you did not sign up, and are interested, or if you 

have any questions please contact Mary Remenak, lovetthousedesigns@yahoo.com  

We are looking for volunteers willing to:                            

 *Drive                                                   *Bake                     

*Prepare a meal( a pot of soup counts!)   *Read 
*Run An Errand                                      *Visit 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION MEETING 
 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

12:00 P.M. – 1:30 P.M. 

Charlotte Library, Spartan Room 

 

All are welcome and encouraged to come. 

Hosted by:  2013-14 Membership Committee 

Lunch Provided – no cost 

RSVP no later than Monday, November 12 to Martha Limauro at 

mmlimauro@yahoo.com  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

GUIDING HARBOR (FORMERLY GIRLSTOWN) 
 
Here is a “wish list” for donations to Guiding Harbor.  These items 
should be dropped off at Contemporary Dental, 917 W. Lawrence 

by September 25th.  If you are donating with a check, make it payable to GFWC 
– Charlotte and put “Guiding Harbor” on the memo line.  THANK YOU!  Carolyn 
Maier, Chair 
 
Combs/brushes  New twin sheets & comforters  Gift Cards 
Lipgloss/chapstick New socks – all sizes   New underware, sizes 5-9 
Hygiene Products Towels     Monetary donations 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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If you don’t get reminded of meetings, contact Sherry Myers 517-749-6762, 

Sherry-myers@hotmail.com (Most communications will be in the form of email 

except for those without it.) 

 

 

 

 

Senior Tea Committee Changes 

 
We had a wonderful first meeting and it was great seeing everyone and we are ready for a new year with 

changes. 

 

 I thought everyone was very well prepared to express their view point on the Senior Tea and when the 

ballots were counted it was decided that we would form a committee to come up with ideas for change. 

 

Now we need members to volunteer to be on this committee so that the program committee can proceed 

with the plans for May 2014. 

 

Please e-mail me and let me know if you are interested. Now is the time to express the changes you would 

like to see. Please e-mail me at diannarabey@gmail.com . 

 

 

 

 

GFWC-Charlotte October 2013 Program – 

Human Trafficking in Michigan 

  
The General Federation of Women’s Club-Charlotte will hold its monthly meeting on 

Friday, October 4, at the Charlotte Community Library. Carmen Kucinich a Victim 

Specialist with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, will be our speaker 

 

The deadline for reservations is 12 noon, Saturday, September 28. 
Reservations may be made directly at HGB Hospital Gift Basket or by emailing the  
reservations and paying at the door by going to www.imembersdb.com  . (If you 
can’t remember your user name and your password, contact Linda Foster.) Click on 
“Go to Register Me,” then “register now.” Check off questions on page, hit “register” 
and then “confirm.” (Linda Foster can help you.) If you choose to email your 
reservation, you are asked to have the exact payment amount at the door. “No 
shows” are committed for payment unless their spot is resold.  It is helpful if you 
register online even if you plan to pay by check at HGB, but not absolutely necessary.  
If you don’t have email and would like Linda to register you, just call 543-3041. 
 
Cost is $10.00. Social time is at 11:30 a.m., followed by a lunch/meeting at 12 noon. 
If you have any questions,  please feel free to contact Membership Chairman, Fran 
Fuller, at 645-2573 or hobie7040@sbcglobal.net 
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GFWC - CHARLOTTE 

P. O. BOX 464 

CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 

www.gfwc-charlotte.com  

www.facebook.com/GFWCCharlotteMI  
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