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6 Total Volunteer Hours: Total In-Kind Dollars: 

Page 1 of 4

No. Members: Dollars Donated: 

Prepared by: pcamp05@yahoo.comPat Campion

Dollars Donated: 

Email:

4

Volunteer Hours: 1

Category: No. Members: 

1 Volunteer Hours: 11

2022 GFWC Michigan Reporting Narratives 

Total Dollars Donated: $634.00$300.00496

Project / Program : 

District: 107

Total Projects/Programs: 

Southwestern

Phone: 

Volunteer Hours: 10 Dollars Donated: 

2 1

$150.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

1

$600.00

$0.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

No. Members: 15

1

3

$0.00

In-Kind Dollars: 

2

No. Members: 

In-Kind Dollars: 

Dollars Donated: 

$34.00No. Members: 

GFWC Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention

5177491229

GFWC CharlotteClub: 

$150.00

In-Kind Dollars: No. Members: 2 Volunteer Hours: 1 Dollars Donated: 

5

2022 April is "Child Abuse Month". Our State President Ruth Ann challenged all clubs to help somewhere concerning child 

abuse programs. We in Charlotte have "Suitcases 4 Kids" and the "Teen Center". I am asking, if you are able, and have an old 

useable suitcase in the basement, to take them to either place. Both places serve the needs of children, homeless and/or 

abused. (Newsletter)

Domestic Violence Awareness - Information concerning Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month was in our monthly newsletter to 

help spread the word about stopping this cycle of violence.

Used cell phones were donated to SIREN/Eaton Shelter, our local domestic violence and homeless shelter, to be recycled and 

repaired and given to victims of domestic violence so they can call 911 in case of an emergency.

SIREN/Eaton Shelter - Our local Domestic Violence and Homeless Shelter is a non-profit agency that assists with emergency 

and transitional shelter, support services, and a 24-hour crisis line for women and children in Eaton County. GFWC-Charlotte 

contributes to SIREN by promoting events and causes with the fundraising for their programs. Our members do however continue 

to support SIREN with items donated from their ongoing "wish list". SIREN is mentioned in our monthly newsletter frequently. 

Personal care items like shampoo, soap and lotions, cases of baby wipes, diapers (to name just a few items) were donated by 

club members for use by SIREN clients who flee unsafe situations and leave behind their personal belongings. Club members 

also donate socks, underwear, shoes, and bras. The club collected over 2,500 pairs of socks and many were donated to SIREN 

Success for Survivors Scholarship - Applications for the GFWC Success for Survivors Scholarship were taken to SIREN/Eaton 

Shelter and mentioned in our monthly newsletter
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10

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

9

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

8

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

7

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

6

No. Members: 30 Volunteer Hours: 472 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

5177491229Phone: 

107 Category: District: Southwestern

Project / Program : 

GFWC Charlotte

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com

Club: 

GFWC Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention

No. Members: 

SIREN/Eaton Shelter - Our local Domestic Violence and Homeless Shelter is a non-profit agency that assists with emergency 

and transitional shelter, support services, and a 24-hour crisis line for women and children in Eaton County. GFWC-Charlotte 

contributes to SIREN by promoting events and causes with the fundraising for their programs. On November 13, 2022 GFWC-

Charlotte in partnership with SIREN/Eaton Shelter hosted an annual Holiday Tea. This tea provides funds to SIREN/Eaton 

Shelter, a service in the community that provides emergency shelter, transitional housing and support services to thousands of 

people each year who are victims of domestic abuse and homelessness. The 15 GFWC Committee members began meeting in 

May 2022 and met once a month for 7 months to prepare for the event. Monies raised from this event derive from the table 

reservations; voting for individual table decorations; luncheon and silent auction and super raffle. Proceeds from the event are 
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Project / Program : GFWC Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: 

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229

Southwestern
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No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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Project / Program : GFWC Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: Southwestern

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229
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No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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11 Total Volunteer Hours: Total In-Kind Dollars: 

Page 1 of 4

No. Members: Dollars Donated: $100.00

Prepared by: pcamp05@yahoo.comPat Campion

Dollars Donated: 

Email:

4

Volunteer Hours: 7

Category: No. Members: 

8 Volunteer Hours: 16

2022 GFWC Michigan Reporting Narratives 

Total Dollars Donated: $875.00$3,714.00210

Project / Program : 

District: 107

Total Projects/Programs: 

Southwestern

Phone: 

Volunteer Hours: 4 Dollars Donated: 

9 1

$115.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

6

$200.00

In-Kind Dollars: 

No. Members: 1

1

3

In-Kind Dollars: 

2

No. Members: 

In-Kind Dollars: 

Dollars Donated: 

No. Members: 

Juniors Special Project - Advocacy for Children

5177491229

GFWC CharlotteClub: 

In-Kind Dollars: No. Members: 3 Volunteer Hours: 5 Dollars Donated: $115.00 $215.00

5

Christmas Kiddies had 8 club members met at the downtown Charlotte fire station on December 17 to wrap Christmas presents 

for the Christmas Kiddies program. Christmas Kiddies was started in 1906 and the tradition continues. All of the money will be 

used to buy toys that will be given out on Christmas Eve by the 6 full time firemen and 25 volunteer firemen when they will visit 

over 500 children covering 150 miles on 6 different routes in town and out in the country. Traditionally, the Santas come down 

the firepole at the E. Lawrence station before heading out at dusk and are greeted with great enthusiasm from the crowd. Look 

for the fire trucks and flashing lights and children are welcome to say “Hi” to Santa. Donations of unwrapped toys and/or money 

can be dropped off to either of the firehouses or money can be put in the canisters in businesses around town.

Read to Me began in 2000 at St. Mary's School and each of the 4 volunteers reads to students in grades K-2 for approximately 

30 minutes twice a month. Due to Covid 19 the schools were closed to the public in the spring. The ladies were able to get back 

into the school in the fall.

Foster Care Support - GFWC-Charlotte is always looking for new ways to help our Charlotte community. A program was started in 

Charlotte for Eaton County by Jennifer DeLeeuw called "Guardian Angels Suitcases4Kids"  which is a Michigan charity that 

helps ease the transition of children in the foster care system in Eaton County and surrounding areas since 2014. Many of these 

children are taken from an abusive or neglectful home and have already suffered a great deal. They have no one they trust and 

nothing but a garbage bag full of a few belongings. This is where they come into play. Guardian Angels helps to provide a care 

bag to each child when they come into care that contains age-appropriate items that they can keep forever. Having something 

they can call their own is their way of making the transition a little bit easier and letting them know that someone really does 

care. Guardian Angels also has an inventory of no charge items that are available to foster children in need. They work with the 

Bay Cliff Health Camp 

The chair contributed 4 hours total by reviewing Bay Cliff website and evaluating their needs.  A list of needed items was in the 

February Newsletter. She wrote a newsletter article and then provide a big box at the March meeting for club members ’ 

donations.  Our leaders carried collected donations to the GFWC regional annual meeting in April and hand them off to state 

leaders there.  

Guiding Harbor - GFWC-Charlotte has a line item in our budget for Guiding Harbor of $100.00. At their annual fundraiser two of 

our members put together a lovely basket and donated it to be sold at the auction Guiding Harbor auction in November.
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10

No. Members: 30 Volunteer Hours: 10 Dollars Donated: $350.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

9

No. Members: 23 Volunteer Hours: 10 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: $280.00

8

No. Members: 2 Volunteer Hours: 34 Dollars Donated: $888.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

7

No. Members: 1 Volunteer Hours: 1 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

6

No. Members: 5 Volunteer Hours: 22 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

5177491229Phone: 

107 Category: District: Southwestern

Project / Program : 

GFWC Charlotte

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com

Club: 

Juniors Special Project - Advocacy for Children

No. Members: 

Listen to Me Read - Several of our club members go into Washington, Galewood, and Parkview Elementary School and listen to 

students K-3 read. The program supports at risk students who aren't given reading support at home, and who need help with 

fluency of reading and comprehension. One of our members, a retired third grade teacher saw this need of reading to a listening 

ear. The Chair coordinates the schedule with the principal, makes sure everyone gets a background check and files their 

paperwork. She is the liaison between club members and the school. Readers are coordinated with the student's schedule and 

the principal. Due to Covid 19 the schools have been closed to the public since March 2020. Schools opened in the fall of 

2022.

Information regarding Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month was posted to our Web Page and also included in our monthly 

club newsletter in February. GFWC members are strong advocates for youth and empowering the next generation of leaders. 

Before becoming adults, one in three U.S. teens will experience physical, sexual, or emotional abuse in a relationship. GFWC-

Charlotte supports bringing awareness of this issue to our members and the public.

RIF

Participation in Reading is Fundamental (RIF) started in 1996 in our club. Club volunteers help with the selection, distribution 

and reading of the books. Members enjoy mentoring young children, and the children chose a book to keep for their very own 

and take home. Some of the children had never owned a book before. In 2022, our RIF program distributed books including 

some for teachers to use as classroom reference material. We served every 2nd grader at our two public elementary schools and 

St. Mary’s School. RIF is a $750 line item in our budget indicating GFWC-Charlotte’s dedication to our community’s youth.

Operation Smile was founded in 1982 a plastic surgeon, and his wife, a nurse and clinical social worker. They traveled to the 

Philippines with a group of medical volunteers to repair children's cleft lips and cleft palates. What they found was 

overwhelming. They rallied fellow doctors and have been performing surgeries ever since all over the world. Operation Smile has 

a list of items and this year it included toothpaste, toothbrushes, and get well/encouraging cards. An attractive basket was at 

the September, October, and December meetings and members donated items. The chair sent the collection of items to 

Operation Smile

 

Crosswalk Teen Center

CIP Project supported the 200+ teens who use the Crosswalk Teen Center. The club collected donations of art supplies and 6 ” 

corn or flour tortilla shells at the April and May meetings and delivered to Crosswalk on May 18, 2022.
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Project / Program : Juniors Special Project - Advocacy for Children

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: 

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229

Southwestern

11

No. Members: 42 Volunteer Hours: 100 Dollars Donated: $2,146.00 In-Kind Dollars: $180.00

12

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

13

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

14

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

15

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

GFWC-Charlotte Annual Graduating Senior Tea 

GFWC-Charlotte has hosted the Annual Graduating Senior Tea since 1947 and the 75th anniversary was celebrated at the 

Charlotte Performing Arts Center. Our committee of 11 met once in April and once in May and worked with the Charlotte High 

School Administration and the director of the Performing Arts Center. Our Corresponding Secretary mailed a formal invitation to 

each student and they could invite parents, grandparents, and significant others to the tea.  All our members were encouraged to 

attend the tea and over 20 ladies furnished three dozen cookies each. Past Presidents were asked to serve the tea and punch 

and large silver trays of cookies were served. 

Our GFWC-Charlotte chorus opened the program with a selection of three songs.
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Project / Program : Juniors Special Project - Advocacy for Children

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: Southwestern

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229
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No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

17

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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10 Total Volunteer Hours: Total In-Kind Dollars: 

Page 1 of 4

No. Members: Dollars Donated: $1,000.00

Prepared by: pcamp05@yahoo.comPat Campion

Dollars Donated: 

Email:

4

Volunteer Hours: 1168

Category: No. Members: 

20 Volunteer Hours: 3

2022 GFWC Michigan Reporting Narratives 

Total Dollars Donated: $2,664.00$5,940.002408.8

Project / Program : 

District: 107

Total Projects/Programs: 

Southwestern

Phone: 

Volunteer Hours: 10 Dollars Donated: 

6 910

$300.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

35 $4,000.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

No. Members: 30

1

3

In-Kind Dollars: 

2

No. Members: 

In-Kind Dollars: 

Dollars Donated: 

$2,664.00No. Members: 

Civic Engagement and Outreach

5177491229

GFWC CharlotteClub: 

In-Kind Dollars: No. Members: 5 Volunteer Hours: 15 Dollars Donated: $490.00

5

Eaton Clothing and Furniture Center services needy people in the county and our members are encouraged to donate to this non-

profit organization. One of our members chairs this committee. In the fall we help with fitting shoes to kids. The club collected 

over 2,500 pairs of socks and many were donated to SIREN and Eaton Clothing and Furniture.

Mobile Meals, Inc. of Charlotte

This program was started by GFWC-Charlotte in 1971 and has been in operation continuously ever since.  Meals are prepared 

daily at the local hospital and delivered by 100 community volunteers (35 of whom are club members).  Each of these people 

drive once a month for about one hour—picking up the meals, delivering them, helping recipients open containers, and returning 

the equipment to the hospital.  All of the seven board members are club members, and they coordinate and administer the 

program. This includes qualifying subscribers, securing and reminding drivers, collecting payment and handling problems and 

emergencies that arise from time to time, as  well as training drivers and coordinators. We receive some donations from The 

Eaton Area Community United Way which partially subsidizes the cost of the meals to keep them affordable to the subscribers. 

Sparrow Eaton Hospital Volunteering

Several club members donate a lot of their time to our local hospital in a variety of different ways. Some volunteer at the “Gift 

Basket” which is the gift shop. Duties include running the cash register, ordering, inventorying, and displaying merchandise. 

Other members volunteer in various capacities throughout the hospital by serving on committees or greeting patients at various 

locations throughout the hospital.

CIP Project supported the 200+ teens who use the Crosswalk Teen Center. The club collected donations of art supplies and 6 ” 

corn or flour tortilla shells at the April and May meetings and delivered to Crosswalk on May 18, 2022.

Heifer International in 2022 has been supported by GFWC-Charlotte. Information is shared through the monthly meetings and 

our newsletter. Members provide donations on their own and the money is then forwarded on to the Heifer International 

Foundation.
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Page 2 of 4

10

No. Members: 5 Volunteer Hours: 164 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

9

No. Members: 1 Volunteer Hours: 1 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

8

No. Members: 55 Volunteer Hours: 0.75 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

7

No. Members: 9 Volunteer Hours: 27 Dollars Donated: $150.00 In-Kind Dollars: 

6

No. Members: 32 Volunteer Hours: 110 Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

5177491229Phone: 

107 Category: District: Southwestern

Project / Program : 

GFWC Charlotte

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com

Club: 

Civic Engagement and Outreach

No. Members: 

The GFWC-Charlotte conducted a shoe drive fundraiser of all styles and sizes of new and gently used men ’s, women’s, and 

children’s shoes and boots from September 1 to December 30 to raise funds for their scholarship fund and other community 

projects. Nine businesses and churches had collection boxes and many community members donated 2,500 shoes along with 

our members. All donated shoes were redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of micro-enterprise (small business) 

partners. Funds2Orgs works with micro-entrepreneurs in helping them create, maintain, and grow small businesses in 

developing countries where economic opportunity and jobs are limited. Proceeds from the sales of the shoes collected in shoe 

drive fundraisers are used to feed, clothe, and house their families. One budding entrepreneur in Haiti even earned enough to 

send to her son to law school.

Build a Snowman

This year the chair of GFWC-Charlotte Beautification created a community activity called “Build a Snowman”. In October and 

November details were given on Facebook and the paper telling people to register for an urn and directions for decorating their 

urn. Businesses, a girl scout troop, families, and individuals came out on a cold and windy December 3 morning and put their 

snowman in the urns. The Lions Club donated $50 and the Charlotte Optimists donated $100 for the hot chocolate and donut 

holes that the participants enjoyed along with community members that came downtown to view the snowmen. The creativity was 

wonderful and the reaction of the community through Facebook comments was outstanding. An articles in the County Journal 

paper, Facebook posts, and Newsletter pictures and articles were done.

Neighborhoods

Program committee member, Val Reisen introduced DeLisa Fountain at the October 14 meeting. Lisa graduated from J.W. Sexton 

High School in Lansing and Davenport University. She began her career as a Lead Community Organizer for One Love Global, 

directing a project to improve the reading scores of third graders. In 2021, Mayor Schor appointed DeLisa as Director for the 

Department of Neighborhoods, Art, and Citizen Engagement with the City of Lansing. “Engaging Citizens for Neighborhood 

Development” DeLisa shared what she does to bring neighborhoods in Lansing together. The Department of Neighborhoods, Art, 

and Citizen Engagement (DNACE) was established in 2018 by Mayor Andy Schor. DNACE staff has grown to include an 

Administrative Assistant, a 311 Call Center Manager, and six call center operators, who answer citizens’ questions about city 

Glasses and Hearing Aids

The Lions Club President Connie O ’Neill shared in October meeting that the Lions were collecting old glasses and hearing aids. 

Donations can be made in baskets found around town. Their goal was to collect 2000 pairs by March 1st. They had collected 

over 1000 in October. Connie is also a GFWC-Charlotte member.

Plarn

Amy Krizek and her group have crocheted many of the plarn matts made from plastic bags which are then given to the homeless.
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Project / Program : Civic Engagement and Outreach

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: 

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229

Southwestern

11

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

12

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

13

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

14

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

15

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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Project / Program : Civic Engagement and Outreach

Club: GFWC Charlotte No. Members: 107 Category: District: Southwestern

Prepared by: Pat Campion Email: pcamp05@yahoo.com Phone: 5177491229
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No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

17

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

18

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

19

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 

20

No. Members: Volunteer Hours: Dollars Donated: In-Kind Dollars: 
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10 Total Volunteer Hours: Total In-Kind Dollars: 

Page 1 of 4

No. Members: Dollars Donated: 

Prepared by: pcamp05@yahoo.comPat Campion

Dollars Donated: 

Email:

4

Volunteer Hours: 25

Category: No. Members: 

21 Volunteer Hours: 775

2022 GFWC Michigan Reporting Narratives 

Total Dollars Donated: $30.00$389.001062

Project / Program : 

District: 107

Total Projects/Programs: 

Southwestern

Phone: 

Volunteer Hours: 167 Dollars Donated: 

5 10

In-Kind Dollars: 

35 In-Kind Dollars: 

No. Members: 4

1

3

$30.00

In-Kind Dollars: 

2

No. Members: 

30

In-Kind Dollars: 

Dollars Donated: 

No. Members: 

Arts and Culture

5177491229

GFWC CharlotteClub: 

$139.00

In-Kind Dollars: No. Members: 9 Volunteer Hours: 14 Dollars Donated: 

5

GFWC-Charlotte Chorus - GFWC-Charlotte Chorus began singing in 1976 and continues to the present and is the only GFWC 

chorus in the State of Michigan. Practice starts at 9:00 a.m. every Tuesday morning and very few members ever miss a Tuesday in 

the months of March-May and August-December. The chorus performs many times throughout the GFWC year including the 

October general meeting, the special Christmas Tea in December, and the Senior Tea in May which awards scholarships and 

honors all Charlotte High School graduating seniors and their families. In December the choir performs all on one day at 3 

nursery homes including Eaton County Medical Care Facility, Sensations Memory Care and Hope Landing and the Charlotte 

Rotary Club luncheon. The Rotary has the group every year and is one of the highlights of monthly year-around meetings. Two 

former choir members left monies to the choir when they passed in the last two years showing their support and love for a 

The Arts & Crafts did not meet in the last two years but a new committee of four of which three are new members was formed this 

summer. After they met a few times, the group had a cookie birdhouse demonstration craft at the September meeting and are 

planning more for next year.

March 18, Friday: Cornwell's Dinner Theater, Alfred Hitchcock's The 39 Steps. Equal parts Hitchcock masterpiece, juicy spy 

novel, and Monty Python sketch, The 39 Steps is a fast-paced whodunit for anyone who loves the magic of theatre! This two-time 

Tony and Drama Desk Award-winning treat is packed with nonstop laughs, over 150 zany characters (played by a ridiculously 

talented cast of four), an onstage plane crash, handcuffs, missing fingers, and some good old-fashioned romance!

Town Hall is an organization that raises funds for the Lansing Symphony in the amount of usually $25,000 per year. Four events 

are held in April, May, September, and October at Eagle Eye Banquet Center at 15500 Chandler Road, Bath, Michigan. Between 

300 and 500 guests enjoy an hour lecture, lunch, and a question-and-answer session from guest speakers such as Joseph 

Luzzi, Catherine Sanderson, David Helfand, Comedienne Jan McInnis Marc Lapadula, Louis Masur, Sean Hartley, Chuck 

Underwood, Patricia Kelly, Rudy Maxa, and Steve Hartman of CBS. Three GFWC-Charlotte members are on the hostess 

committee and come early to set up and greet guests. They attend board meetings and clean up afterwards. One of those 

members is also the secretary of the organization and another member deals with Facebook and publicity. A member fourth 

person works at the lectures, attends 4 board meetings, meets with Eagle Eye to set up menus, and table arrangements, 

GFWC-Charlotte went on a Mini-trip, Friday, May 20, 2022, and toured the Governor's Mansion Museum, a 1839 Greek Revival 

style house built in anticipation of Marshall being named the State Capital of Michigan. It is currently owned and operated by 

the local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  Patty Parker gave a wonderful presentation of the home. After 

shopping in downtown Marshall, the ladies enjoyed lunch at Grand River Brewing which features local and Michigan grown food. 
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GFWC-Charlotte ladies took a Mini Trip to Frederik Meijer Garden and Sculpture Park on Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Christmas 

& Holiday Traditions is a hallmark Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park exhibition, in Grand Rapids. This exhibition —

honoring cultures and holiday traditions from around the world—has grown to 42 unique displays depicting fact and folklore, 

past and present. The companion Railway Garden exhibition is a unique horticultural display incorporating garden design, 

miniature buildings handmade from natural materials, and model trolleys and trains. 

Friday, October 21, a Mini-trip by GFWC-Charlotte ladies took them to Fort Custer-This 2-hour tour of Fort Custer National Guard 

Training Center included Fort Custer Cemetery, the VA Medical Center, the Military Post, and one-hour walking through the 

Military Museum. The history and culture of the base was educational.

Wedding Cakes

At the April 8 monthly meeting Program chairman Val Reisen introduced her friend, Jeremy Davis, Director of the School of 

Business at Lansing Community College. He earned a bachelor's degree in marketing from Davenport University and a master's 

degree in education from MSU. Jeremy started his baking business, Designed by Daddy Custom Cakery, in 2017. He and his wife 

Shawnae live in Charlotte with their three children. Jeremy started his baking business after recreating a Frozen cake his 

daughter Calla found online. Jeremy used his skills in marketing to design a website, build a logo, and advertise his brand on 

social media. He made cakes, cookies, pies, cupcakes, cake pops, and more.  Over the last five years, he made 356 cakes for 88 

weddings and 268 other celebrations. Wedding cakes accounted for over half of his sales, so in 2021 he changed the business 

Being a Good Neighbor

On November 4 at our yearly guest night program chair Sherry Myers introduced Bob Hoffman, host of Morning Blend on Fox 47 

News and producer of a weekly segment called Being a Good Neighbor that highlights local people making a difference in their 

community. Bob has thirty years of experience in public relations and marketing. Bob knew from age eight that he wanted to tell 

stories like his hero, Bob Dotson, who created the television series, The American Story with Bob Dotson. Bob spoke about the 

power of kindness and the importance of positive thoughts. Of our 80,000 thoughts per day, 80% are negative. Volunteering 

just four hours per month has been shown to improve your health. Positivity increases brain activity and neural connections as 

well as boosting your immune system. He recommended reading Stick to It!: The Power of Positive Persistence by C. Leslie 

GFWC-Charlotte Chorus at State Convention

The GFWC Michigan Convention was held on Thursday-Sunday April 21-24, 2022 in Grand Rapids. The choir sang the Collect 

arranged by Patty Greene and two other songs on Friday night.
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Volunteer Hours: 11

No. Members: Dollars Donated: $2,000.00

Michigan Education Foundation                                                                                                                                                                                    

Announcements and informative information were given at each meeting in the fall about the Education Foundation.  Articles 

were also included in the monthly newsletter of our club by Nancy Gensel and Linda Foster. They also facilitate requesting 

scholarships for club members.  Linda spoke on new changes at the GFWC MI Convention and worked with the board to make 

changes happen, such as covering some transportation costs, and expanding what is covered.

The SWD contributes two items to the Michigan basket.  As a dues-paying  club to the district, we are responsible for part of that 

contribution.  In addition, our Club donates $50 as a line-item on our budget

GFWC-MI Arts & Nursing Scholarships   The Arts & Nursing Scholarship is a line item in our annual budget where $50 is donated 

to the Arts Scholarship and $50 to the Nursing Scholarship. Applications are available at the Charlotte High School guidance 

office, Sparrow Eaton Hospital administrative offices on second floor, and at the Charlotte Community Library.  Applications 

may also be found in fillable format on the GFWC-Charlotte website under the Downloads tab: www.gfwc-charlotte.com. Weekly 

Facebook posts were made on the club's page every Friday in November and December. Three applications were received in 

January.

GFWC-Charlotte Senior Scholarships have been awarded to a Charlotte High School graduating senior each year since 1969 for 

academic performance. The GFWC Scholarship chairperson is responsible for gathering the applications, obtaining four judges 

from our community and then delivering instructions and score sheets to the judges. In May of 2022 at the Senior Tea the club 

awarded one student a $1,000 scholarship in the traditional manner and two $500 scholarships by a drawing with over 240 

students, families, and club members in attendance. Students that met specific qualifications and filled out a card for the 

drawing had their cards put in a bin and two were picked out at random. Students needed to be present to win. The money is paid 

to the educational institution the recipient plans to attend after they have been accepted. Pictures and an article was put in the 

local paper, the club's Facebook page and the Club Communicator. The Senior Tea is a very special event for the seniors as it is 

Tea & Tomes is a GFWC-Charlotte Book discussion group of very lively women that meet 8 times a year for an hour and a half to 

discuss books chosen by the chair from suggestions made by the members. A list of the years book selections is sent to all 

members of club in August and posted on our Facebook page. These books include selections from fiction, non-fiction, and 

classics. Tea and Tomes averages 20-30 women per month and is a popular draw to new members. The facilitator maintains a 

group reminder email, submits newsletter articles to the Club Communicator, schedules volunteers for refreshments for each 

meeting, and prepares the discussion questions. They have tea in real teacups with a small snack which many times coordinates 

with the book. The ladies meet once a month, January through May and September through November. At many meetings a 

group picture is taken along with the book being discussed and a teacup and posted on the club ’s Facebook page as well as the 

Mini Trips

One of our members, Barb VanderMolen oversaw the mini trips for 2022 and she chose to visit attractions in Calhoun County. 

Barb is also the author of Discovering Michigan, County by County and our 2022 Women of Achievement. She was just the 

person to organize the trips along with Sandra Guernsey. Emails were sent to all members of the master list and then a few 

weeks before each trip, emails were sent with details and asking for an rsvp. Each member pays for her own costs for lunch, and 

they chip in for gas when carpooling. Trips are open to guests of members and there were some. March 18, Friday: Cornwell's 

Dinner Theater, Alfred Hitchcock's The 39 Steps; June 17, Friday: Honolulu House, Marshall History Museum, Capitol Hill School 

Museum, Marshall; August 18, Thursday: Southern Exposure Herb Farm, Battle Creek; September 23, Friday: Leila Arboretum, 
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10
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EDUCATION  ESO (EPSILON SIGMA OMICRON)  The purpose of ESO is to promote a commitment to lifelong learning and self-

improvement through reading. It is intended to offer a path to self-enrichment and personal growth for GFWC members.  

Members may read from an ESO published reading list or they may choose alternate titles. Report forms are collected at the end 

of December. We have a very active ESO chapter in GFWC-Charlotte. Twenty-one women from our club have pledged as members; 

18 are active members.  Each Pledge reports their book totals to the chair and awards are given from the GFWC MI.

Michigan Shipwreck Speaker

On May 6 at our monthly meeting Valerie Van Heest, the President of the Michigan Shipwreck Research Association who has 

written six books and regularly presents at libraries and museums on the shipwrecks of the Great Lakes and is an inductee in the 

Women Divers Hall of Fame shared her program, Lost & Found: Legendary Lake Michigan Shipwrecks. Valerie has been a 

museum exhibit designer for fifteen years. Her exhibits can be seen at the Port of Ludington Maritime Museum, the Michigan 

Maritime Museum, and the Chicago Maritime Museum.

Christmas Tea Speaker

At the Christmas Tea on December 2, 2022, Pat Campion introduced Brynda Filkins, who gave a special reading titled, “If You’re 

Missing Baby Jesus,” based on a true story written by Jean Gietzen. Bryda has special talent of telling stories from one of the 

character’s point of view and she had a nativity scene with two baby Jesus.

MYLead - GFWC-Charlotte has a line item in our budget of $370.00 for two high school sophomores to attend the MYLead 

Conference at MSU at the end of May. We had one participant this year due to the fact that the conference had been done via 

zoom the last two years and the staff at the high school was not aware of this program. No advertising was done ahead of the 

event. One of member’s granddaughter was able to attend so only $185 was spent.
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Kind News

Kind News, published by RedRover, is a periodical sent to K-3 sponsored classrooms 5 times per school year and teaches the 

importance of kindness to animals, the environment, and each other.  Club has a $50 line item and members donate d $300. 

Each class room costs $25 for the year.

Our club maintains 21 downtown urns and two flower beds at City Hall. Our chair coordinates the purchase of flowers in March 

from a local greenhouse and the planting/decorating of the urns.  The city cleans out the winter decorations in the urns and 

members prepare the urns by adding soil in the second week of May and weeding the two flower beds at the City Hall parking lot 

entrance. They plant flowers in 21 urns near the end of May and the flowers are paid for by the Downtown Development 

Authority. The city cleans out the urns in the fall. This year the chair created a community activity called “Build a Snowman”. In 

October and November details were given on Facebook and the paper telling people to register for an urn and directions for 

decorating their urn. Businesses, a girl scout troop, families, and individuals came out on a cold and windy December 3 morning 

and put their snowman in the urns. The creativity was wonderful and the reaction of the community through Facebook comments 

Charlotte City Parks - GFWC-Charlotte took on the responsibility of the Dean Park Garden cleanup for spring. Time is spent 

pulling weeds, trimming bushes, and spreading new mulch. If there are plants left from the urn planting, the flowers are added to 

the garden flower beds. In the garden there is a painted GFWC emblem on a rock. An article and picture were published in the 

local paper and posted on facebook.

City "Welcome Sign" 

There is a "Welcome Sign" coming into the city limits of Charlotte. This area of Charlotte had been neglected until GFWC-

Charlotte cleaned up the area, cutting weeds, pruning bushes. City of Charlotte DPW employees help with collecting the bags of 

weeds.

U.S. Veterans Memorial Park 

GFWC-Charlotte members have been cleaning Charlotte's Veterans Memorial Park on the south side of Bennett Park on South 

Cochran for several years. The Memorial Park was first established in 1921 and over the years has been enlarged and 

maintained by numerous civic organizations and clubs. The City of Charlotte mows the grass. Weeding, planting flowers and 

general cleaning is maintained by GFWC-Charlotte members. There are monuments from the Spanish American War, Civil War, 

Memorial Veterans World War, WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf War, September 11, Operation Iraqi Freedom and a 

monument dedicated to all who served in the U.S. Armed Forces. The park is a quiet place of reflection that honors the men and 

women from our community who have served in the Armed Forces. Meijer donates a $200 gift card.
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Recycling - GFWC-Charlotte has a recycling chairperson who provides the members with information about the items that would 

be collected. Members are asked to put collectibles in ziplock bags and returned to our recycling chair.  Items we collect are 

used ink cartridges for our Community Library, pull tabs from aluminum cans are donated to Ronald McDonald House in 

Lansing. Batteries are turned in for recycling. Old cell phones are donated to SIREN/Eaton Shelter. Many other club members 

recycle on their own at our local recycling center. Curb side recycling isn't an option in our community so this takes dedication 

on our part. Volunteer hours and members participating reflect only the effects of the chairperson.

Dahlia Class

Many enjoyed the Dahlia Class taught by John VanderMolen on Tuesday, October 18 in his heated garage! They learned 

everything you need to know about successfully growing those beautiful flowers. Thanks to his wife, Barb for organizing this for 

GFWC-Charlotte and First Baptist members.

The Leila Arboretum dates back to 1922 when Leila Post Montgomery, widow of cereal magnate C.W. Post, donated 72 acres of 

land to the city of Battle Creek that had formerly been the site of the Battle Creek Country Club. She envisioned a center for 

culture amid the beauty of nature. GFWC-Charlotte ladies enjoyed a mini trip on Friday, September 23 to the Leila Arboretum in 

Battle Creek with a wonderfully qualified tour guide who not only gave the history but also pointed out many flowers and plants 

and answered numerous questions. Lunch was enjoyed at Clara's on the River with their vast menu set in a circa-1888, 

antiques-filled riverfront.  

GFWC-Charlotte ladies took a mini trip on August 18, 2022, to Mindy and Rod Hadanek ’s beautiful backyard garden covering 3 

acres of flowers and plants with 11 individual seating areas to enjoy nature. Mindy and Rod many times enjoy lunch in these 

secluded spots. Then the gals were off to Southern Exposure tour. It had been Southern Exposure Herb Farm and a couple 

bought it and made it into a wedding, shower, family reunion, and corporate event destination, keeping all of the beautiful and 

rare flowers and plants. They have workshops for making crafts and specialty dining available. They topped the trip off with 

lunch at Turkeyville.

FRIB

Zach Constan, the MSU FRIB Outreach Coordinator was a very entertaining speaker for the seniors. Zach ’s slide presentation 

explained FRIB (Facility for Rare Isotope Beams) and how they study nuclei, which are made up of protons and neutrons. These 

nuclei are difficult to study because they are tiny, radioactive, short-lived, and not found on Earth. Their lab is funded by the 

Department of Energy and has been experimenting on nuclei since 1965, when they were considered the 3rd best facility in the 

world. After a $730 million upgrade to construct FRIB, they are now the top facility in the world. FRIB is a 400-yard-long linear 

accelerator buried 30 feet underground. It accelerates nuclei to half the speed of light, which allows scientists to study the 

results of their collisions. Around 800 people are employed at the facility including designers, engineers, researchers, theorists, 
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Volunteer Hours: 12.5

No. Members: Dollars Donated: 

We reinstated our “Women on the Move” program in 2016. At our local AL! VE health facility we ask members to record in the 

GFWC-Charlotte notebook each time they come to the facility to walk, take a class of any kind, use the spa or workout. We want 

to know how many hours they exercise. We are not concerned about how many miles they walk, just the fact that they came and 

walked. Walking eight times around the track may be easy for some, but just once around the track may be a monumental task 

for another. We think it is important to show up and MOVE! The facility offers exercise classes, a walking track, weight equipment 

along with cooking classes geared toward healthy eating, other enrichment opportunities, massages, meeting places, and child 

care for your children while you work out. Women also record hours that they exercise at other places or on their own. The 

notebook was made available at Al!ve in September after the Covid mandate was lifted.

Focusing on Women ’s Health is something we all strive for so this year at most of our club meetings we have a health “theme”, a 

“tip” for that month and fliers on each table. A full page of history including tips and links are included in the flier and in the 

Club Communicator so members can find out more when they are at home. One of our members researches and shares it with 

the club.  January theme was Resolutions, March theme was Reconnect, April was Observing, May was Self-regard, September 

was Information Empowers, and October separate email on Health and Wellness.

Mobile Meals furnishes healthy meals to registered MM residents of Charlotte every day of the year. This program was started by 

GFWC-Charlotte in 1971 and has been in operation continuously ever since.  Meals are prepared daily at the local hospital and 

delivered by 100 community volunteers (35 of whom are club members). 

Red for Women's Heart Health - Club members were encouraged to wear red to our February meeting as it was the 1st Friday in 

February, which is National Wear Red Day, for Women's Heart Health. Health information was shared at the meeting and in our 

monthly newsletter. 

Newsletter article: Have you ever noticed that so many of our members wear RED to the February GFWC Charlotte meeting? You 

may think it’s only because February is the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day. But did you know February is also the month set 

aside by the American Heart Association to bring awareness to women’s heart health? National Wear Red Day ® — the first 

Friday each February — is a special day set aside to bring attention to this silent killer of women. We are all encouraged to wear 

Health Holistic  

On February 4, 2022, Jessica Doman, a mom, wife, business coach, and social media influencer and wife of Dr. Nick Doman at 

Sparrow Eaton Hospital shared the use of clean, natural products made by Young Living, a company that sells essential oils 

combined with CBD. She had samples and answered questions from our members.
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Sparrow Eaton Hospital

The March 4 Speaker Helen Johnson, President of Sparrow Eaton Hospital, shared the mission, facilities, financials, executive 

team, board, etc. of the hospital and Al!ve with a power point presentation. We are proud to have her as a member of GFWC-

Charlotte. Helen, along with Barbara Fulton provide the Health and Wellness information for club and also for the SWD.

Canine Companions for Independence

On the September 16 meeting our guest speakers from Canine Companions for Independence, Cheri Stratton with Veronica, a 

four-month-old lab mix, and Cindy Hayes with Sonya, an 8-month-old lab mix shared their background and details on how they 

train the dogs. They gave some history of the organization beginning in 1975, the six regional centers, and the 1,000 puppy 

raisers employed now who continue to train dogs to help with the health and safety of many people.
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